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Faced with a formal church investigation into
allegations that he sexually abused a New
Orleans altar boy in the mid-1970s, the Rev.
Father Joseph deWater denies wrongdoing and
suggests his accuser should not “dwell on things

when he was a young boy.”

DeWater, who capped a 35-year career in the
New Orleans area as a pastor, coach and
educator by having a Roman Catholic school
gymnasium named for him in 2003, granted
WWL television an extensive interview at his
home in the village of Voorhout, Netherlands,
about 35 minutes south of the Dutch capital of

Amsterdam.

He decried the ability

of one man, who 4WWL©

deWater said is now WUPL54

59, to make a
complaint about
something that allegedly happened more than

40 years ago and besmirched his good name.
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“I think I've been a good pastor over there,’
deWater said after inviting in a Dutch TV crew
hired by WWL. “God will judge me on that, but I

certainly have tried to be”

He continued, speaking with a thick Dutch
accent and sometimes sprinkling in Dutch
phrases, “And this makes me feel rotten. It's
something now (after) so many years (for) this to
come and to be played out on me and to dwell

on the things when he was a young boy”

DeWater said he received a letter from the
archdiocese detailing the allegations against
him, adding he had spoken to New Orleans
Archbishop Gregory Aymond on the phone
within the last two days.

He said Aymond asked him to write out his side
of the story. But he said he gave his defense over

the phone and has “the feeling (Aymond)
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The archdiocese sent
a statement denying
. that, saying,

| “Archbishop Aymond
informed Father
deWater of the
investigation and did
not express any

opinion on the

- credibility of the
) : . ”
The Rev. Joseph deWater, at left, Clalm'
during his tenure as a parish priest in
New Orleans. .
PHOTO COURTESY WWL-TV The arChdlocese

declined further
comment on the pending investigation, adding,
“It is unfair and unjust that allegations are tried
in the media before complete and thorough

investigations can be concluded.”

https://www.nola.com/news/article_16435b2a-5200-11eb-aaf1-b70de429cc9f html 4/12


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cy0HOXfkAYJn5MvKatOUPzoiXmAOcge-wXKqbqap0wI23ARABIABgyYbmhoCAoBmCARdjYS1wdWItNzk0NzU1MDUyMzU5NDMxOaABrN3-6APIAQngAgCoAwHIAwiqBKYCT9Dx0KrrbDCI2kKeCj9_IVU8hIJ-4L4Xe7bdilINXvYy2ar1RxJzITikIEyrQwK_nmhhWtUxvCoY3dQo3k--EVwbsx0fyVHp29Zj5RljJrvFAWh8i7RwUp_YXZuehAtN3QEFXw1Q7HR3TPl6Hhkj8CPNv22C4ah1ZItnozk6R-m7HqieFBbXpDtz-y8vlxILchXFKQIMND4LKrofkQdWZ2VnnG_MnBBbDIWefr6aPxrYZJZsM6agxe4xRXDONi7sUrhmD5Wyw-EU1dFwkk3CL3rz5mDT_S_h0Q2vChDAIyfQhxKQJb3eLNCiMetofP-BnsAj5qJYVNqAP2FuoVGSOxy1xKkZVOY97Fedk6NdEkUKEbpAjpjDuPbYg-NkWjYa2-XATNTe4AQBgAa_pNe7mP_OxQygBiGIBwGQBwKoB6a-G6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcA0ggCEAL6CwIIAYAMAbgMAQ&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3yiQw53IxTdMHv0HrGJoNTNvym0rJye5l9uQx4ySi3mT6N8E4U0DIiEXaVuZ49BTadgOfNh3kEMV0ltTDs2gebZu6Wm-SSvHQqi7GZrOvs6gcW1qZw4ctcaH-bNJspXZKbplzHJv0PZ8qe4MbeqVDKQL2Pa8&sig=AOD64_2VtfIZCSZmmZFivS3wehUmNxmcwA&client=ca-pub-7947550523594319&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=19&adurl=https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=sOJb5kpaqLVxTVUradKmLord0Qm3RovUKxVnucln95wxhwvtzEwgkhU2Z2rw5dvJ9m-ajc0zqt1mZCJGzVOWDJg33DWazDC3ak8Y3t0M1iaKJxK8WkLy2GfpuDrlyegaoZT1IeYqfmRIixoDtQup5lLul4cgK5Xq1cumO2iPkgr6CDi2gbY9hwEKyEoELBaYHmmB4TEYlUCa_xCbQEeELCrvAKIshm-Vg3vU3nQNdPm0oHU8VvsBK66aqcvuSe_QxTc0Y8dSrYxCDpB7e7xHoBqrKQ55_zNgglWtd7BnLyu7U0Bl0qAfICIxFtSlbZupMkubGaHgSjc5p6mPw3MIBdQeheNHYDSlbRVI7gnGuZfl78vXq4f-X0s2PXPbYw4GKAM5YRRccp1ufbc7IfaGZrntpUg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.atdmt.com%2Fc%2Fimg%3Badv%3D11038200905972%3Bec%3D11038201027085%3Bc.a%3D186520%3Bs.a%3Dcriteo%3Bp.a%3D10550917%3Ba.a%3Dnative%3Bcache%3D%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.warbyparker.com%2Feyeglasses%2Fwomen%2Fcrane%2Feastern-bluebird-fade%3Futm_campaign%3Ddisplay_network_186520%26cvosrc%3Dretargeting.criteo.display_network%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_content%3D0x0%26singular%3D627____186520____10550917&z=YAD5XQAMvJkGrQ1yAAXETkimVOa8rZeFwCG_Bg
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cy0HOXfkAYJn5MvKatOUPzoiXmAOcge-wXKqbqap0wI23ARABIABgyYbmhoCAoBmCARdjYS1wdWItNzk0NzU1MDUyMzU5NDMxOaABrN3-6APIAQngAgCoAwHIAwiqBKYCT9Dx0KrrbDCI2kKeCj9_IVU8hIJ-4L4Xe7bdilINXvYy2ar1RxJzITikIEyrQwK_nmhhWtUxvCoY3dQo3k--EVwbsx0fyVHp29Zj5RljJrvFAWh8i7RwUp_YXZuehAtN3QEFXw1Q7HR3TPl6Hhkj8CPNv22C4ah1ZItnozk6R-m7HqieFBbXpDtz-y8vlxILchXFKQIMND4LKrofkQdWZ2VnnG_MnBBbDIWefr6aPxrYZJZsM6agxe4xRXDONi7sUrhmD5Wyw-EU1dFwkk3CL3rz5mDT_S_h0Q2vChDAIyfQhxKQJb3eLNCiMetofP-BnsAj5qJYVNqAP2FuoVGSOxy1xKkZVOY97Fedk6NdEkUKEbpAjpjDuPbYg-NkWjYa2-XATNTe4AQBgAa_pNe7mP_OxQygBiGIBwGQBwKoB6a-G6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcA0ggCEAL6CwIIAYAMAbgMAQ&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3yiQw53IxTdMHv0HrGJoNTNvym0rJye5l9uQx4ySi3mT6N8E4U0DIiEXaVuZ49BTadgOfNh3kEMV0ltTDs2gebZu6Wm-SSvHQqi7GZrOvs6gcW1qZw4ctcaH-bNJspXZKbplzHJv0PZ8qe4MbeqVDKQL2Pa8&sig=AOD64_2VtfIZCSZmmZFivS3wehUmNxmcwA&client=ca-pub-7947550523594319&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=8&adurl=https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=sOJb5kpaqLVxTVUradKmLord0Qm3RovUKxVnucln95wxhwvtzEwgkhU2Z2rw5dvJ9m-ajc0zqt1mZCJGzVOWDJg33DWazDC3ak8Y3t0M1iaKJxK8WkLy2GfpuDrlyegaoZT1IeYqfmRIixoDtQup5lLul4cgK5Xq1cumO2iPkgr6CDi2gbY9hwEKyEoELBaYHmmB4TEYlUCa_xCbQEeELCrvAKIshm-Vg3vU3nQNdPm0oHU8VvsBK66aqcvuSe_QxTc0Y8dSrYxCDpB7e7xHoBqrKQ55_zNgglWtd7BnLyu7U0Bl0qAfICIxFtSlbZupMkubGaHgSjc5p6mPw3MIBdQeheNHYDSlbRVI7gnGuZfl78vXq4f-X0s2PXPbYw4GKAM5YRRccp1ufbc7IfaGZrntpUg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.atdmt.com%2Fc%2Fimg%3Badv%3D11038200905972%3Bec%3D11038201027085%3Bc.a%3D186520%3Bs.a%3Dcriteo%3Bp.a%3D10550917%3Ba.a%3Dnative%3Bcache%3D%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.warbyparker.com%2Feyeglasses%2Fwomen%2Fcrane%2Feastern-bluebird-fade%3Futm_campaign%3Ddisplay_network_186520%26cvosrc%3Dretargeting.criteo.display_network%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_content%3D0x0%26singular%3D627____186520____10550917&z=YAD5XQAMvJkGrQ1yAAXETkimVOa8rZeFwCG_Bg
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cy0HOXfkAYJn5MvKatOUPzoiXmAOcge-wXKqbqap0wI23ARABIABgyYbmhoCAoBmCARdjYS1wdWItNzk0NzU1MDUyMzU5NDMxOaABrN3-6APIAQngAgCoAwHIAwiqBKYCT9Dx0KrrbDCI2kKeCj9_IVU8hIJ-4L4Xe7bdilINXvYy2ar1RxJzITikIEyrQwK_nmhhWtUxvCoY3dQo3k--EVwbsx0fyVHp29Zj5RljJrvFAWh8i7RwUp_YXZuehAtN3QEFXw1Q7HR3TPl6Hhkj8CPNv22C4ah1ZItnozk6R-m7HqieFBbXpDtz-y8vlxILchXFKQIMND4LKrofkQdWZ2VnnG_MnBBbDIWefr6aPxrYZJZsM6agxe4xRXDONi7sUrhmD5Wyw-EU1dFwkk3CL3rz5mDT_S_h0Q2vChDAIyfQhxKQJb3eLNCiMetofP-BnsAj5qJYVNqAP2FuoVGSOxy1xKkZVOY97Fedk6NdEkUKEbpAjpjDuPbYg-NkWjYa2-XATNTe4AQBgAa_pNe7mP_OxQygBiGIBwGQBwKoB6a-G6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcA0ggCEAL6CwIIAYAMAbgMAQ&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3yiQw53IxTdMHv0HrGJoNTNvym0rJye5l9uQx4ySi3mT6N8E4U0DIiEXaVuZ49BTadgOfNh3kEMV0ltTDs2gebZu6Wm-SSvHQqi7GZrOvs6gcW1qZw4ctcaH-bNJspXZKbplzHJv0PZ8qe4MbeqVDKQL2Pa8&sig=AOD64_2VtfIZCSZmmZFivS3wehUmNxmcwA&client=ca-pub-7947550523594319&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=sOJb5kpaqLVxTVUradKmLord0Qm3RovUKxVnucln95wxhwvtzEwgkhU2Z2rw5dvJ9m-ajc0zqt1mZCJGzVOWDJg33DWazDC3ak8Y3t0M1iaKJxK8WkLy2GfpuDrlyegaoZT1IeYqfmRIixoDtQup5lLul4cgK5Xq1cumO2iPkgr6CDi2gbY9hwEKyEoELBaYHmmB4TEYlUCa_xCbQEeELCrvAKIshm-Vg3vU3nQNdPm0oHU8VvsBK66aqcvuSe_QxTc0Y8dSrYxCDpB7e7xHoBqrKQ55_zNgglWtd7BnLyu7U0Bl0qAfICIxFtSlbZupMkubGaHgSjc5p6mPw3MIBdQeheNHYDSlbRVI7gnGuZfl78vXq4f-X0s2PXPbYw4GKAM5YRRccp1ufbc7IfaGZrntpUg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.atdmt.com%2Fc%2Fimg%3Badv%3D11038200905972%3Bec%3D11038201027085%3Bc.a%3D186520%3Bs.a%3Dcriteo%3Bp.a%3D10550917%3Ba.a%3Dnative%3Bcache%3D%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.warbyparker.com%2Feyeglasses%2Fwomen%2Fcrane%2Feastern-bluebird-fade%3Futm_campaign%3Ddisplay_network_186520%26cvosrc%3Dretargeting.criteo.display_network%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_content%3D0x0%26singular%3D627____186520____10550917&z=YAD5XQAMvJkGrQ1yAAXETkimVOa8rZeFwCG_Bg
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cy0HOXfkAYJn5MvKatOUPzoiXmAOcge-wXKqbqap0wI23ARABIABgyYbmhoCAoBmCARdjYS1wdWItNzk0NzU1MDUyMzU5NDMxOaABrN3-6APIAQngAgCoAwHIAwiqBKYCT9Dx0KrrbDCI2kKeCj9_IVU8hIJ-4L4Xe7bdilINXvYy2ar1RxJzITikIEyrQwK_nmhhWtUxvCoY3dQo3k--EVwbsx0fyVHp29Zj5RljJrvFAWh8i7RwUp_YXZuehAtN3QEFXw1Q7HR3TPl6Hhkj8CPNv22C4ah1ZItnozk6R-m7HqieFBbXpDtz-y8vlxILchXFKQIMND4LKrofkQdWZ2VnnG_MnBBbDIWefr6aPxrYZJZsM6agxe4xRXDONi7sUrhmD5Wyw-EU1dFwkk3CL3rz5mDT_S_h0Q2vChDAIyfQhxKQJb3eLNCiMetofP-BnsAj5qJYVNqAP2FuoVGSOxy1xKkZVOY97Fedk6NdEkUKEbpAjpjDuPbYg-NkWjYa2-XATNTe4AQBgAa_pNe7mP_OxQygBiGIBwGQBwKoB6a-G6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcA0ggCEAL6CwIIAYAMAbgMAQ&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3yiQw53IxTdMHv0HrGJoNTNvym0rJye5l9uQx4ySi3mT6N8E4U0DIiEXaVuZ49BTadgOfNh3kEMV0ltTDs2gebZu6Wm-SSvHQqi7GZrOvs6gcW1qZw4ctcaH-bNJspXZKbplzHJv0PZ8qe4MbeqVDKQL2Pa8&sig=AOD64_2VtfIZCSZmmZFivS3wehUmNxmcwA&client=ca-pub-7947550523594319&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=9&adurl=https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=sOJb5kpaqLVxTVUradKmLord0Qm3RovUKxVnucln95wxhwvtzEwgkhU2Z2rw5dvJ9m-ajc0zqt1mZCJGzVOWDJg33DWazDC3ak8Y3t0M1iaKJxK8WkLy2GfpuDrlyegaoZT1IeYqfmRIixoDtQup5lLul4cgK5Xq1cumO2iPkgr6CDi2gbY9hwEKyEoELBaYHmmB4TEYlUCa_xCbQEeELCrvAKIshm-Vg3vU3nQNdPm0oHU8VvsBK66aqcvuSe_QxTc0Y8dSrYxCDpB7e7xHoBqrKQ55_zNgglWtd7BnLyu7U0Bl0qAfICIxFtSlbZupMkubGaHgSjc5p6mPw3MIBdQeheNHYDSlbRVI7gnGuZfl78vXq4f-X0s2PXPbYw4GKAM5YRRccp1ufbc7IfaGZrntpUg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.atdmt.com%2Fc%2Fimg%3Badv%3D11038200905972%3Bec%3D11038201027085%3Bc.a%3D186520%3Bs.a%3Dcriteo%3Bp.a%3D10550917%3Ba.a%3Dnative%3Bcache%3D%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.warbyparker.com%2Feyeglasses%2Fwomen%2Fcrane%2Feastern-bluebird-fade%3Futm_campaign%3Ddisplay_network_186520%26cvosrc%3Dretargeting.criteo.display_network%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_content%3D0x0%26singular%3D627____186520____10550917&z=YAD5XQAMvJkGrQ1yAAXETkimVOa8rZeFwCG_Bg
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cy0HOXfkAYJn5MvKatOUPzoiXmAOcge-wXKqbqap0wI23ARABIABgyYbmhoCAoBmCARdjYS1wdWItNzk0NzU1MDUyMzU5NDMxOaABrN3-6APIAQngAgCoAwHIAwiqBKYCT9Dx0KrrbDCI2kKeCj9_IVU8hIJ-4L4Xe7bdilINXvYy2ar1RxJzITikIEyrQwK_nmhhWtUxvCoY3dQo3k--EVwbsx0fyVHp29Zj5RljJrvFAWh8i7RwUp_YXZuehAtN3QEFXw1Q7HR3TPl6Hhkj8CPNv22C4ah1ZItnozk6R-m7HqieFBbXpDtz-y8vlxILchXFKQIMND4LKrofkQdWZ2VnnG_MnBBbDIWefr6aPxrYZJZsM6agxe4xRXDONi7sUrhmD5Wyw-EU1dFwkk3CL3rz5mDT_S_h0Q2vChDAIyfQhxKQJb3eLNCiMetofP-BnsAj5qJYVNqAP2FuoVGSOxy1xKkZVOY97Fedk6NdEkUKEbpAjpjDuPbYg-NkWjYa2-XATNTe4AQBgAa_pNe7mP_OxQygBiGIBwGQBwKoB6a-G6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB-zVG6gHltgb2AcA0ggCEAL6CwIIAYAMAbgMAQ&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3yiQw53IxTdMHv0HrGJoNTNvym0rJye5l9uQx4ySi3mT6N8E4U0DIiEXaVuZ49BTadgOfNh3kEMV0ltTDs2gebZu6Wm-SSvHQqi7GZrOvs6gcW1qZw4ctcaH-bNJspXZKbplzHJv0PZ8qe4MbeqVDKQL2Pa8&sig=AOD64_2VtfIZCSZmmZFivS3wehUmNxmcwA&client=ca-pub-7947550523594319&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=1&adurl=https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=sOJb5kpaqLVxTVUradKmLord0Qm3RovUKxVnucln95wxhwvtzEwgkhU2Z2rw5dvJ9m-ajc0zqt1mZCJGzVOWDJg33DWazDC3ak8Y3t0M1iaKJxK8WkLy2GfpuDrlyegaoZT1IeYqfmRIixoDtQup5lLul4cgK5Xq1cumO2iPkgr6CDi2gbY9hwEKyEoELBaYHmmB4TEYlUCa_xCbQEeELCrvAKIshm-Vg3vU3nQNdPm0oHU8VvsBK66aqcvuSe_QxTc0Y8dSrYxCDpB7e7xHoBqrKQ55_zNgglWtd7BnLyu7U0Bl0qAfICIxFtSlbZupMkubGaHgSjc5p6mPw3MIBdQeheNHYDSlbRVI7gnGuZfl78vXq4f-X0s2PXPbYw4GKAM5YRRccp1ufbc7IfaGZrntpUg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.atdmt.com%2Fc%2Fimg%3Badv%3D11038200905972%3Bec%3D11038201027085%3Bc.a%3D186520%3Bs.a%3Dcriteo%3Bp.a%3D10550917%3Ba.a%3Dnative%3Bcache%3D%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.warbyparker.com%2Feyeglasses%2Fwomen%2Fcrane%2Feastern-bluebird-fade%3Futm_campaign%3Ddisplay_network_186520%26cvosrc%3Dretargeting.criteo.display_network%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_content%3D0x0%26singular%3D627____186520____10550917&z=YAD5XQAMvJkGrQ1yAAXETkimVOa8rZeFwCG_Bg
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adcenter?cppv=3&cpp=ciLjW1WUeaEoaZ6fWHGgVYT-KD8Q3ABV7L2pE2a_SAT9sKkUFOtOYrELSCEnvNeQBaHHDkCwj_5VfF8DQ7X5OhMDLxWJY3zIHC4_OT_mGV8xmAUu6DYBxies2qNN2-a3FKE3COQStHG8dG10ev-g8VVQEbw
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adcenter?cppv=3&cpp=ciLjW1WUeaEoaZ6fWHGgVYT-KD8Q3ABV7L2pE2a_SAT9sKkUFOtOYrELSCEnvNeQBaHHDkCwj_5VfF8DQ7X5OhMDLxWJY3zIHC4_OT_mGV8xmAUu6DYBxies2qNN2-a3FKE3COQStHG8dG10ev-g8VVQEbw
https://theadvocate.blueconic.net/s/8hH?profileid=92bb9ea8-efcb-443f-a21d-eca50c895862

1/14/2021 Retired Dutch priest, accused of abusing 2 New Orleans boys decades ago, denies wrongdoing | News | nola.com

It's never bm\é§§im BX@&BIM&E%E?&PQ’&B&?FH&WE Check out this
near his birthpldUBIERd-BMef e Water still had

notes and documents about the archdiocese’s

investigation laid out on his living room table.

He used a magnifying glass to read the
documents and remind himself about his

accuser, a boy he knew half a lifetime ago.

“He was very shy ... to begin with,” he said.

RELATED

Monster in our midst: How
pedophile New Orleans
clergyman stayed near prey

As one of the archdiocese’s younger priests in
the 1970s and 1980s, deWater was highly
engaged with youth, leading the altar boys and
coaching soccer. He was an assistant pastor at
St. Frances Cabrini from 1971 to 1976 and at Our
Lady of Prompt Succor from 1977 to 1985. He
served as pastor at Immaculate Heart of Mary in
New Orleans East from 1986 to 2001, and the
gymnasium was dedicated in his name in 2003.
The whole campus was flooded two years later

in Hurricane Katrina and torn down.
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accuser describdB6HE™ME M Many times”

with him to swim at an unknown location across
Lake Pontchartrain. He said the accuser claimed
they were naked together, but deWater said

they changed into swimsuits separately.

“I was not about anything just to see his behind
naked at all. I would not be interested in that,
he said.

He then said, starting in Dutch and then
switching to English: “There was no sin, nothing

in the swimming pool”

He did acknowledge one allegation detailed in
the letter from the archbishop: that he
purchased two swimsuits for the boy that were

“popular to wear”

https://www.nola.com/news/article_16435b2a-5200-11eb-aaf1-b70de429cc9f.html 6/12


https://www.acronis.com/
https://theadvocate.blueconic.net/s/8hH?profileid=92bb9ea8-efcb-443f-a21d-eca50c895862

1/14/2021

It's never bebR@INEG R WeSIUBBH SRR G BB Check out this

Retired Dutch priest, accused of abusing 2 New Orleans boys decades ago, denies wrongdoing | News | nola.com

that I agree witHAeAIMEE Bt ter” he said.

DeWater said he doubted that he could have
gone across the lake with his accuser more than
a few times because of his busy schedule with

Mass and other duties.

But other former students at St. Frances Cabrini
say deWater took them on retreats with several
other boys to go camping, play sports and swim.
One of those is Mark Lambour, a former St.
Frances Cabrini altar boy who said deWater
tried to molest him in the sacristy of the church
in 1972, about three years before the incident

now being investigated by the archdiocese.

P' RELATED
> Latest figure in New Orleans

clergy abuse scandal worked
with Girl Scouts

Lambour, 62, first filed allegations against
deWater with the archdiocese in the summer of
2018. Lambour said news coverage of a string of
accusations against other clergymen had
brought suppressed memories about deWater to
the fore. He suddenly couldn’t stop thinking

about an early morning in the church when he

https://www.nola.com/news/article_16435b2a-5200-11eb-aaf1-b70de429cc9f html
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reaching down his pants.

He, like the other accuser, was shy, Lambour
said. He was also a diminutive eighth grader, he
said. But he said he wriggled away, screamed at
deWater and threatened to tell his father. He
said the principal called him to her office later
that day and deWater was there, saying he didn't
want a “misunderstanding” about what had

happened.

Lambour said he didn'’t tell his dad or his
siblings what happened because he was afraid
his father would try to kill the priest if he found

out.

Lambour first spoke with WWL-TV in August
2018 and expressed frustration with the

archdiocese’s process for reporting clergy
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It's never bBRH TN BRNAIALGH R MU BEIBCheck out this
the local churchfPiEeceME ALY the abuse crisis

head-on by releasing a list of credibly accused
clergy. Lambour said he tried unsuccessfully to

reach someone at the church’s abuse hotline.

, RELATED
é& Leon Cannizzaro finds one
; defendant who got away
particularly vexing: George
Brignac

Lambour said he did speak to church officials,

but was so angry he gave up on the process. But
then, more than two years later, he heard about
the formal investigation of deWater and decided

to speak out about his experience.

He said he was relieved to find that another
person made similar allegations. He said that
showed a “pattern of behavior” and he’s glad to

see the archdiocese pursuing an investigation.

He hopes that by speaking out, others whose
lives had been upended by abuse would find

new strength and maybe renewed faith — faith
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It's never bBEPEILIBEIOBE A IS IR E STHRBEIEL P ERB B2GKREck out this

the church. limited-time offer!

“That crossed every line you can do to a human
being ... with more or less a child in the sacristy.
Of any place you could do this. This is not the
river or a camp. You are inside the back of the
church,” Lambour said. “And you're going to pull

this? No, sorry, dude. You're done. That's it”
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Shop Crane from Warby Parker
By Warby Parker

Those who like their frames angular will take to Crane, an
ultra-wearable classic with a slim, rectangular profile. T...
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