
Ed and Vince; 

Two members of the Bums family called. They had spoken to Father Pollard and he told 
them to call here. They are concerned about the news re: Eugene Burns, 
••••• They knew nothing! 

They would each appreciate a call from either one of you. 

File: Eugene Bums 

Rather thick but most is health related and early retirement. 

Had problems with-and went t several times. 

Retired in 1992 

Died January 14, 2005 

It seemed as if there is one allegation made in April 2004. At that time it seems as if Fr. 
Bums' health was very poor. Recent settlement made. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

e1wuu:."" Ol/;u 
719 NORTH WABASH AVENUE 

CHICAGO 11. ILLINOIS 

His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch, D.D., 
Archbishop of Chicago. 

Your Eminence:-

Realizing what it may mean to me in the future, 
conscious of the source of edification which it will certainly be 
for others, and glad of an opportunity to comply with your wish, 
which has as its object my own welfare and the welfare of those who 
may be entrusted to my care, I willingly bind myself for five years 
from the day of my ordination to the priesthood to abstain from all 
intoxicants. 

With sentiments of reverence and obedience, I 
beg to remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

AOC 009411 



June 2 9, 1955 

My dear Father Buras: 

[ hereby appol.nt you assistant to the pastor of 
St. Anne Church, Huelcrest. Ulinois. 

You will klndly report for duty to Father Sweeney 
Oil July 7th. 

Wlth blesslq, 

Rev. Euaeae Pa.trlck Buras 
6516 s. Albany Av, 
Chlca10 ll..L 

Archbishop of Chlca10 
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June ZZ, 1961 

My dear Father Burns: 

[hereby appoint you a.aslant to the pastor 

of St,. Catherlne Laboure Church, Glenview, Ulinols, 

tranaferrlng you from asslstant to the pastor of St. Ann 

Church, Hazelcrest, Ulinols. 

You wlll klndly report for duty on Wednesday, 

July Sth, to Father Buckley, the pastor. 

With blessing, [ remain, 

Very sincerely yours ln Christ, 

Reverend Euaene P. Burns 

St. Ann Rectory 

1680Z Lincoln St. 

Hazelcrest Ul. 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop May 10, 1966 

R8'fUllld g, I M p. Burn8 
St. IJtdwn• • 4d>Ot.1n hotoxy 
1615 RtmchJeA ... 
Okm•n, P11Mt1 ~ 

fl .... me peat.,..._ IO &ppoim'JOU U A•t..­
to dlil llt. Rn. Mls:r· Jamel C. Hardtmla, P&ltllr of St. MclM>'aa 
of ToJ I I'• a.rct.i, <Jdell'O• Dllffl1, ud ba lllCOldlace with 
C.W 476, 3, 19 put JOU tbe MOI lllr'f fMv1dea for the laltbful 
dl•twqe 01 dial dllty. 

'Dd9 afPOlt\1& - 18 .a.a. Mq 16. 1966, but l 
WOllkl Mk JOU to_.. a;rr.naem•1t1 widl ct. Pa-. about die eDCC 
date 'Wiim you 1411 • JOUI' .. dudu. 

W181UBJOU mny b19..S91adpdat1y1U1cea la 
dt1a Pll'Ortl tu...-, 1 am, dear Padllr lmu, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 
May 31, 1968 

® 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
St. Nicholas of Tolentlne Rectory 
3721 West 62nd Street 
Chicago, llllnols 60629 

Dear Father Bums: 

It gives me great pleasure to appoint you as 
Vicarius Cooperator to the Reverend David C. Fullmer, Pastor of 
St. Denis Church, 8301 S. St. Louis Avenue, Chicago, Wtnois, 
and 1n accordance with Canon 476, 3, to grant you the necessary 
faculties for the faithful discharge of that duty. 

This appointment is effective June 10, 1968, but l 
would ask you to make arrangements with the Pastor about the e:xact 
date when you will a&s\Dlle your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success 1n thla 
pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Burns, 

Very truly yours l.n Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Co-Chancellor 

cc: Rev. David C. Fullmer 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Olfict of the Archbishop 

Reverend Eugene P. ~llls 
St. Denis Rectory 
8301 S. St. Louis Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60652 

Dear Father Burns, 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

May 30, 1973 

In accordance with Canon 476, and following the 
recommendation of the Clergy Personnel Board, His Eminence, 
Cardinal Cody, is pleased to appoint you as Vicari us Coop~rator tq 

Reverend Joseph F. Burke, Pastor 
St. Joseph Parish - Homewood 

and grants you the necessary faculties for the faithful discharge of 
that duty. 

This appointment will be effective June 11, 1973, but 
I would ask you to make arrangements with the pastor about the exact 
date when you will assume your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in 
this pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Burns, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Vicar General and Chancellor 

cc: Reverend Joseph F. Burke, Pastor - St. Joseph Parish 
Reverend David C. Fullmer, Pastor - St. Denis Parish 
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REV. EUGENE P. BURNS -- File, Personal 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE llOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Vicar General 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
St. Joseph Rectory 
l 7951 Dixie Highway 
Homewood, Illinois 60430 

Dear Father Burns: 

1fay 31, 1979 

In accordance with Canon 4 76, and following the recom­
mendation of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, His Eminence, 
John Cardinal Cody, is pleased to appoint you as Associate Pastor to the 
Reverend Eugene F. Riordan, Pastor, St. Terrence Parish, Alsip. 

This appointment is effective June 11, 1979, but I would 
ask you to make arrangements with the Pastor about the exact date when 
you will assume your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in your 
new pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Burns, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. 1-.lsgr. Richard A. Roserneyer 
Vicar General and Chancellor 

cc: Reverend Eugene F. Riordan, Pastor, St. Terrence Parish, Alsip 
.Reverend Joseph F. Burke, Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Homewood 
Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop July 29, 1980 

Reverend Eugene P. Bums 
Stl Terrence Parish 
4320 W. 118th Place 
Alalp, Illinois 60658 

Dear Father Burns, 

I wlah to inform you that His Eminence, Cardinal 
Cody, is pleased to appoint you as Vicar substitute for the 
Reverend Eugene F. Rior~. Pastor of St. Terrence Parish 
1n Alsip, and to grant you Te necessary faculties to care for 
the parish during the P11tpr' • UJpee• <c•nM f74). 

With every good wish, I am, dear Father Burns .. 

Sincerely yours in Christ .. 

Rev. Msgr. Francis A. Brackin 
VICAR GENERAL 

cc: Reverend Eugene Riordan, Pastor 
Very Rev. John W. Curran - Urban Vicar. Region XI 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Chancellor January 29, 1981 

® 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
St. Terrence Rectory 
4320 W. ll 9th Place 
Alsip, Illinois 60658 

Dear Father Burns: 

In accordance with Canon 476, and following the recommenda­
tion of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, His Eminence, John Cardinal 
Cody, is pleased to appoint you as Associate Pastor to the Reverend James P. 
0 'Donnell, Pastor, Our Lady of Knock parish, Calumet City. 

This appointment is effective February 1, 1981, but I would ask 
you to make arrangements with Father O'Donnell about the exact date when 
you will assume your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in your new 
pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Burns, 

cc: 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

fyo---L---~ ~ 
~Very Reverend John R. Keating 

Chancellor 

Very Reverend Raymond P. Nugent, Urban Vicar, Vicariate XII 
Rev. James P. O'Donnell, Pastor, Our Lady of Knock parish, Calumet City 
Rev. Eugene F. Riordan, Pastor, St. Terrence parish, Alsip 
Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 

b/ngie Punzi - - for TCC, week of !:-~.I 

JRK:ag 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

O/fict of tht Archbishop 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
Our Lady of Knock Rectory 
1411 Burnham 
Calumet City, Illinois 60409 

Dear Father Burns: 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

July 27, 1981 

Due to the transfer of the Reverend Charles J. Burnikel, Pastor of 
Queen of Apostles parish, _Riverdale, that parish will become vacant on August 1, 
1981. 

In accordance with Canon 455 of the Code of Canon Law and following 
the recommendation of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board,. we are pleased to 
appoint you herewith as Pastor of Queen of Apostles parish, Riverdale, with full 
spiritual and temporal administrativ.e .. p9wers,_ a,nd we heartily commend you to the 
good people there. , · -

This appointment is effective August 1, 1981, and, in accord with Arch­
diocesan policy is valid for a term of six years, that is, to August 1, 1987. We wish 
you to take canonical possession of this parish as soon as this appointment becomes 
effective. 

You will assume canonical possession and jurisdiction of the above­
mentioned parish as soon as the Profession of Faith is taken (August 1 or thereafter, 
but not before) before the Urban Vicar, the Very Reverend Raymond P. Nugent, acting 
as our Delegate according to the provisions of Canon Law. 

Wishing you every blessing in this pastoral office, we remain, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

+/;::s~g~ 

~ hcc: Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE IOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Vicar General 

ATTESTATION OF ACT OF INSTALLATION 
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, AlviEN 

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness.Pope John Paul. II, His 
Eminence, John Cardinal Cody, being Archbishop of Chicago, I do 
hereby attest that the' 

REV. EUGENE P. BURNS 

duly appointed pastor whose letter of appointment bears the date of July 27, 
1981 , has on this date in accordance with Canon ·Law (Canon 461) and 
the statutes of the Archdiocese oi Chicago taken canonical possession 
of the parish of 

Dated: ~pt,,/ ?'I 

Queen of Apostles 
207 W. 145th St. 
Riverdale, Illinois 60627 

i/ut~jh-L 
UR N VICAR 11 ..:......------
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207 WEST 145th STREET · RIVERDALE, ILLINOIS 60627 (312) 849-4901 
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207 WEST 145th STREET · RIVERDALE, ILLINOIS 60627 (312) 849-4901 

AOC 009423 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE •ox 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOJS 60690 

Offia of tht Archbisho11 December 19, 1983 

Dear Gene: 

I have received your letter informing me of your 
decision to resign from the pastorate of Queen of Apostles 
Parish. I surely can understand the reasons which have 
prompted this decision. 

I have brought this to the attention of the Clergy 
Personnel Board and they have supported your request to be 
relieved of the pastorate of Queen of Apostles. A member of 
the Board will soon be calllng you to make the appropriate 
arrangements for this to take place. 

Gene, I want you to know of my own personal concern at 
this time. I respect the decision that you have made and know 
that it must have been made with a great deal of prayer and 
thought. If I can assist you in the weeks and months aheRd, 
please do not hasitat~ to call. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Eugene P. Bur.ns 
Queen of Apostles Church 
207 West 145th StreP.t 
Riverdale, Illinois 60627 

cc: Clergy Personnel Board 

Fraternally yours, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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l8f 1984. 

ARCHDlOCESE OF CHICAGO 

CHlCAGO, JLUNOJS M690 

February 23, 1984 

.in response your letter of February 

Yol.lowtng your di.r:ecU.ons 1 1 am disregarding your 
recent reauest to become Associate Pastor of SS. Faith, Hope 
and Charify parish. I am gl.ad to see that you have done -
further discerning ~m this matter. l can understand your 
decision at this time. 

Concerning your request for permission for a leave 
of absence in the form of a sabbati.cal, given the reasons 
that you have exprez;sed to me, I am happy to qrant permission 
for this. I am asking Father Thomas Ventura, Vicar for 
Priests, to work out z;pecific details for thiz;. Although 
I am anxious for you to have this t..i:me away, l do th.ink it 
i.s important for you to remain in contact with the A.r.'chdioc1.=n=>e 
of Chi.ca.go <:tnd not be isolated from your brother priests who 
are concerned about you. 

Know of my contJ.nued praye.rs for you. 

With cordial good wishesf r am 

H<""v~n.'0nd EugBne Burns 
1662 W. 187th Street 
Homewood., .Illinois 60430 

cc: Rev. Thomas Ventura 

Fraternall.y yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 
May 27, 1935 

Dear Father Burnss 

It gives me great pleasurA to appoint you as A$SOCiate 
Pastor to the RevP.rend Norman R. :Kunz, Pastor of Saint Ann 
pi'\Z"i.sh, Lansing, Illinoi~. TM.a appointment is made following 
the recommendation of the Clergy Personnel Board. 

This ~-ppointrni.mt :lt:; ~ffective June 11, 1985, but I 
would ask you to make arrangements with Father Kunz about the 
exact da"te you will assume your new duties. 

I hnpt· tll(lt you are r~nm!ed a~ you beql.n y·:Jur 
::\ssignMent et Saint 1\nn parish. ! hope that the tim1 you 
spent on sabbatical leave was enriching and w.ill benefit you 
as you serve the people of S~int Ann. 

Know that as you begin your new nssignmant you have my 
support and prayers. ! in turn ask for your prayers and 
support in tho work that ! am doing. 

With cordial good wiRhes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
1662 West 187th Street 
Homewood, Illinois 60430 

cc: Reverend Norman R. Kunz_ ~ 
Clergy Personnel Board~ 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

September 25 1989 

Dear Father Burns: 

In light of your request and the endorsement of the Priests' Personnel 
Board, I hereby grant you permission to accept the position of Chaplaincy 
of Saint Margaret Hospital, Hammond, Indiana, effective October 1, 1989. 
This permission is for a' three year period and will be subject to renewal, 
of course. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Bishop Norbert Gaughan, the 
Bishop of Gary, and will request faculties for you. 

Gene, know of my gratitude for all you have done at Saint Ann's 
Parish. Your presence and effort there has been appreciated by the people 
as well as the other priests with whom you have worked. I thank you for 
the witness you have given to the people as you have proclaimed the Gospel 
and cared for their spiritual needs. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
Saint Ann Parish 
3010 Ridge Road 
Lansing, Illinois 60438 

cc: Most Reverend 
Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

kish~~~ 

Sister Jane Marie Klein, O.S.F., Administrator 
Reverend Norman R. Kunz 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File (POM) 
Re: Gene Burns 
5/11/92 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

At the PRMAA meeting last Tuesday, on May 5, we discussed the 
request of Gene Burns for early retirement. He is not yet 65 
years old. Gene is most probably not enrolled in Social 
Security. Pat Pollard suggested that Gene is a delicate 
situation and should be handled delicately. He would suggest 
that with a doctor's approval, Gene could receive a 
disability check for $450 per month and then receive the 
remainder of his salary until his 65th birthday, so we would 
be picking up that remainder part only. 

At 65 he could retire and receive the $770 pension. At that 
time he would also receive from us the equivalent of about 
$750 from PRMAA. I will be in touch with Gene. 
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NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PRIESTS SPECIAL ACCOUNTS 
PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION 

Reverend Eugene Burns 

797 Waverly Road 

La Porte, Indiana 46350 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SOCIAL SECURITY #: 

MONTHLY SALARY: $ '8 I le. 0 0 BREAKDOWN, IF APPLICABLE, 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 4-1-92 P' neFVASSOC SALARY $ ~Ole{ 

ENDING DATE: CAR ALLOWANCE 

EXTEND UNTIL: STIPEND ALLOWANCE 

SENIORITY INCREMENT 3750 

ACCOUNT NAME: ~~~~ 
ACCOUNT#: #ID--100 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: ___ o_r_d_a_i_ne_d_i_n_1_9_s_s _______________ _ 

Telephone: 219-362-3970 

AUTHORIZED BY: ~-.:.t.C~ar~d~i~n~al=-..B~eArwna~r~d~i~n~(~p~e~r~K~e~n-Y~eMl~o~.~--~O~A~T~E~:~M~a~y_...;.1~8~, ~1~9~92:__ __ ~ 

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 
CAROL FOWLER, DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL SERVICES FOR PROCESSING 

PLEASE EXPLAIN REASON SO WE MAY PROPERLY ASSIGN ACCOUNT NAME AND NUMBER. 

3/19/92 
mf 

Hospital chaplain waiting for appointment with Cardinal to ask for 

early retirement. Cardinal approved this. 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Gene: 

ARCHDIOCE' CHICAGO 

May 19, 1992 

Po~t Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

It was good to meet with you on May 18th. As I mentioned at our 
meeting, I am writing to you as a follow-up to our discussion. 

We agreed you would retire on June 1, 1992. It is understood 
that this retirement is early because of your health situation. 

Please speak with Monsignor Edward Pellicore of the Pries ts 
Retirement Mutual Aid Association regarding your pension benefits and 
other necessary arrangements. You have indicated, too, that you will be 
living at your home at: 797 Waverly Road, LaPorte, Indiana 46350. I am 
forwarding to him a copy of the letter of 

Gene, I wish to thank you for all that you have done through 
your more than thirty-seven years of priesthood. 

Know of my continued prayers, support and encouragement. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Eugene Burns 
797 Waverly Road 
La Porte, Indiana 46350 

cc: Most Reverend Timothy J. Lyne, Episcopal Vicar 
Reverend Msgr. Edward Pellicore 
Reverend Donald J. Ahearn 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File (POM) 
Re: Gene Burns 
5/22/92 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

I called Fr- Gene Burns atlllllllllllllll this morning, May 
22, 1992. Gene has just r~ job at St. 
Margaret's Hospital in Whiting or Hammond, Indiana. He saw 
the Cardinal earlier this week and got permission to retire 
on sick leave. 

I then called Don Ahern who will be in touch with Gene to 
work out the details of the retirement. Gene is a very 
delicate case because he has certain understandings of what 
he should be receiving that might not be in concert with the 
understandings of the PRMAA. Pat Pollard has had 
difficulties in the past working things out with Gene and has 
cautioned everyone to be quite careful in setting this up. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo (PCM) 
To: Mr. Andrew Pollard 
Re: Rev. Eugene Burns 
6/3/92 

Fr. Burns has received permission from the Cardinal to 
retire. According to the retirement program, he will receive 
$660 per month based on retirement at his present age. At 
the PRMAA meeting we agreed to supplement that with a grant 
from the Vicar for Priests' Office to the tune of $440 per 
month. 

In our discussion of this matter we also agreed that Gene 
Burns is sometimes a fragile character and that for the good 
of all, this would be the best way to handle it. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/5/1992 

Page 420 

11. 

12. 

13. cardinal's Appointments: 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

a) EllCJene Burns '55: 'Ihe cardinal has written Gene regardin:J 
his request for early retirement due to Gene's health 
situation effective 06/01/92. 

Page 3 of 13 
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Priests' Retirement and Mutual Aid Association 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

1400 South Wolf Rood 
Hillside, Illinois 60162 

708-449-6100 

DRAFT 

Dear Gene: 

Cardinal Bernardin has asked me to confer with you 

on your letter dated September 8, 1992, requesting financial 

assistance. As Vica~:for Senior Priests, I would gladly 

represent your needs to the PRMAA Board for consideration. 

To adequately represent you I need to know the specifics 

of your indebtedness and the extent of your assets and income. 

Please send me a detailed accounting of your financial obligations 

and copies of your Federal and State income tax returns for 

the years 1991, 1990, 1989 and 1988. When this material is 

gathered I would be glad to sit down with you and work out an 

assistance package. 

Until then I hope all is peaceful. 

Fraternally, 

Most Rev. Timothy J. Lyne 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Administrative Assistant 
to the Cardinal 

TO: Father Pollard 

FROM: Father Velo IC-./ 
DATE: September 17, 1992 

MEMORANDUM 

RE: Attached letter from Eugene Burns 

Pat, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8219 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

Please call me at. your earliest convenience regarding 
the attached letter from Eugene Burns. 

Thanks. 

Attachment 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
OCT 05 RECD 

Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Gene: 

September 29, 1992 

Post Office Bo~ 1979 
Chicago. Illinois 60690 

I have received your recent letter regarding some 
financial concerns you have. At the present time matters like 
this are routinely given to the Office of the Vicar for Senior 
Priests, which was set up many years ago for exactly the 
purpose you mentioned. 

Bishop Timothy Lyne, the Vicar for Senior Priests, will 
be contacting you in the very near future to discuss your 
situation further. 

I trust your understanding and hope this will be helpful 
to you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Eugene P. Burns 
797 Waverly Road 
La Porte, Indiana 46350 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~-/) ~~ ~- A 

~r~hop of Chic~g~ ----~ 

cc; Most Reverend Timothy J, Lyne 

be: Reverend Msgr. James Hardiman 
Reverend Patrick Pollard .........-
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V I acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan 
policies regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted September 21, 1992. 

Please send me a co 
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HOP 
l61P 

TELEPHONED 

CALLED TO SEE YOU 

PLEASE CALL 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
ANITA BAIRD, D.H.M. ~ Post Office Box 1979 
Executive Assistant to the Cardinal ~ Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

March 18, 1999 

Dear Father Bums, 

(312) 751-8236 
Fax: (312) 337-6379 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 16, 1999 
to His Eminence, Francis Cardinal George. 

Thank you for writing. A reply is forthcoming. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sister Anita Baird, D.H.M. 
Executive Assistant to 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Reverend Eugene P. Bums 
797 Waverly Road 
LaPorte, Indiana 46350 
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ME.l\f o frotn the office of: 

>£,, CA.Ju>JNA.I, GJI;o~GE; ,., /(_ . ..,.,~ 
For:--laform•tto

11 

--Comme111 by MEMo 
--A.PProv•/ 

~"•tu re 

.... ""'' ., .. , .... ~,. '"''"' .. ,,,,.., 
correspolldelJce •ad th/$ form) 

--8.ep/y la Your oiva "•mf,~t11ra copy of 
resPoasr IV/th this form) \i 

--Per coaver1•tloa 

--C/rcu/ate 
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Offia! of the Archbishop 

Rev. Eugene Burns 
797 Waverly Road 
La Porte, IN 46350 

Dear Father Burns: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

May 4, 1999 

Post Office Box 1 'Tl9 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-l'T/9 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337~79 

In reply to your request regarding a dispensation from the obligation to recite the 
Breviary, I am happy to grant such a dispensation, due to your problems of eyesight. 

In place of the daily recitation of the Divine Office, you are to substitute the daily 
recitation of five decades of the Rosary. 

I am sorry to learn of your difficulties in reading. I know that it would be a real 
hardship for me if I had to curtail all the reading I do. But I am pleased to hear that you 
are able to help at a local parish and continue some degree of priestly ministry. 

With my prayers for you and with all best wishes, I am 

Si?::sz;;,)~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

AOC 009445 



APR-29-2004 10:29 FROM: 

April 23, 2004 

James Scrritclla 
Burke, Wa1Ten, MacKay & Scrritclla 
22nd Floor, IBM Plaza 
330 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, TL 60611-3607 

John C. O'Malley 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 .East Superior Street 
P.O. Box 1979 

~~,312 7515279 

RECEIVED 

APR ~~ 9 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Chicago, TL 60690 OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

RE: -v. Archdiocese of Chicago 

Dear Counsel: 

This is to advise you that we represent the interests of-in a claim against the 
Archdiocese of Chicago aud Fr. Eugene Bums for miscon uc w 11 e at priest was serving in 
and for the Archdiocese of Chicago. Please forward a proposed Tolling Agreement so that this 
matter can be brought into ADR Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

AOC 009446 



ARCHDKXESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

J Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, ll!inois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

0 
\..-~' 

Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

April 28, 2004 

[PFR-245) Bums, Eugene P. (Retired) 

A new allegation was received by this office on 4/28/04. We are opening a file and Leah 
McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the Review Process by 
attempting to arrange an interview with~ Please advise this office of any 
information you may have in your files regarding Burns, Eugene P. 

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all docwnentation pertinent 
to this case to this office within 5 business days ofreceipt of this memo to ensure that the 
investigation of this matter be properly handled. 

Thank you. 

cc: Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway 

AOC 009447 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Legal Services 

John C. O'Malley 
Director 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Michael J. Howlett, Jr. 
Counsel to the State's Attorney 
Richard J. Daley Center 
69 West Washington Street, 32nd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Dear Mr. Howlett: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Te:I: (312) 751-5379 
Fax: (312) 751-5252 

e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org 

May 5, 2004 

RE: 
Date of Birth: Unknown 
Date of alleged abuse: Unknown 

Please be advised the Archdiocese of Chicago has received a claim from attome~ 
- on behalf of current age unknown, that an archdiocesan priest, Rev. 
Eugene Bums, sexually abused her as a minor. Fr. Bums is a retired priest. There is no other 
information available at this time. 

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let 
me know. 

JCOM:sm 

cc: Ms. Shauna Boliker -
Ms. Leah Mc Cluskey 

SCDirs\04SC097\Notification to State's Attorney Office 

Very truly yours, 

1rff~]) 
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COPY 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

June 10, 2004 

Dear Ms .• 

I hope that this letter finds you doing well. 

Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. 
Eugene Patrick Burns. The report is based upon our meeting that took place on May 10, 
2004. 

I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy. 
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then 
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of 
the final report will be forwarded to you and to Mr.•••• 
Ms in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you return the enclosed 
report with your changes by June 24, 2004. Please know that you may also respond by 
June 24th with a written request for a two-week extension to review the report, which then 
I would ask that you return it to me by July 8, 2004. In the event that I do not receive a 
response from you by June 24th, I will assume that the draft report is accurate and I will 
proceed forward with this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

~··.? 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Ad 

Enclosure 

AOC 009449 



TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

TIME 
NAME 
FAX 
TEL 
SER.# 

06/10/2004 00: 38 
PROFE~)SIONAL FITNESS 
312-nil 5279 

DATE, TIME 
FAX NO. /NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

06/10 00:36 
92614565 
00:01:56 
11 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

ARCH DIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Pmfc~5Jonal Respoi:isibility 
676 N. ~t Clair, !:iuitc 1910 
Chicago, IL 606'1 l t 

FACSIMILE TRANS MITT AL SHEET 

312-nil 5206 
BROM2J864224 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-15200 

fiax (312)751-5279 

~~~~~~~~--r-R_O_MLe:;_=_a_h_:M_. _c_C_lw_s_k_ey~~~--------~~~~ 
Dl\TE: 

6/10/04 
Fl\X Nllt.mrm· 'l'O'ri\L NO. OF PAGES lNC:f..Ul)lN(". C:ClVT-\R: 

~~~~~~~~~--------1_1~~~~~~~~------~---~~~ 
l'rTONli NUMBl:'..R: !'HONS Nt,JMT'IP.R: 

312-751~5205 

Rf'.: 

Buro$, Rev. Eugene Patrick/ 

~COPY D PLEASE REVJEW D Pl.EASF. C:OMMEN'I' Dl'u:ASE CONFIRM ~ sr.;E .'1TT:\C:HRn 

Dl'LEASE PROVIDE D FOR YO~JR JNFORMA'I'ION 0PLE.ASE SIGN & RETURN 

-Leah asked that I fax you a copy o draft report from her May 10, 2004 meeting 

with Leah McCluskey. I arn sending the original 1.'ia :mail today. 

If you have any qucstioos please contact l..e:1.b ~t 312-751-5205. 
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

JAMES A. SERRITELLA 

I DIRECT DIAL NUMBl!R 

(312) 840-7040 
jsenitella@burkelaw.com 

VIA FACSIMILE & U.S. MAIL 

Re: 

Dear Mr.-

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA 
330 NORlH WABASH AVENUE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607 

TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000 
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900 

www.burkelaw.com 

June 16, 2004 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 7 ?nn4 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

I am following up on your letter of April 23, 2004 regarding the above matter. I have passed 
your correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Professional Responsibility Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. It is my understanding that someone from her office has been or will be in 
contact with you about this matter. As you know, either you or your client can contact Mr. Ralph 
Bonaccorsi (312-751-8267), Assistance Minister of the Archdiocese, for therapy from a licensed 
therapist. 

Please direct your communications about this matter to the undersigned. 

lj 

Enc. 

cc: Leah McCluskey (via facsimile) 

Ralph Bonaccorsi (via facsimile) 

611612004/\ \ :37 AM/09891/0047\/318549/\ 

Very truly yours, 

~A-~ 
James A. Serritella 

AOC 009451 



June 21, 2004 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Attn: Leah McCluskey 

Dear Ms. McCluskey: 

RECEIVED 

JUN 2 8 2004 
ARCHD/orEs 

OFF/CE OF PROFESS/O~~~ CHICAGO 
RESPONS/B/Ury 

As per your letter dated June 17, 2004, this letter is to serve as my written request for a 
two-week extension in order to review the draft report of my allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Rev. Burns. 

I understand that this extension allows me until July 8, 2004 to return the report with my 
changes in order to ensure its accuracy. I will have it to you by that date. 

Please note the above change of address, which is effective June 28, 2004. Please edit 
your records to reflect this change and make sure any future correspondences are sent to 
that address. Thank you. 

AOC 009452 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces the Allegations of Sexual Misconduct and summary prepared by Leah 
McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office 
of Professional Fitness Review, of Victim KQ's statement, given to Ms. McCluskey on May 10, 
2004, formalizing her allegation of abuse against Fr. Eugene Burns. According to Victim KQ's 
statement, she met Burns when she was about 8 years old and the abuse continued for several 
years. Victim KQ stated that she visited the Archdiocese Pastoral Center in 1992 to report the 
abuse, but Victim KQ was asked to leave by the receptionist. 

AOC 009453 



From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

-
... 

7/12/04 1 :04PM 
Re: Corrections 

Yes, your corrections are clear. Thank you so much. 

Leah 

» 07/12/04 12:10PM »> 
Leah, 
It may be obvious, but I failed to mention in my e-mail with the draft 
attached, that my changes are in bold italics, with brackets at either 
end of them. Hope that is clear. Thank you.-

u :.:::: ::·~~1i~:t::1 
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..... :: :::::::: ~~9~::t::1 

From: 
To: -Date: 7 /12/04 1 :03PM 
Subject: Re: Revisions on report 

-I am writing to confirm that I did receive your e-mails and corrections. Thank you so much for sending 

them. 

Thank you agai~for all that you have shared. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: 312. 751.5205 
Fax: 312.751.5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

>> 07/12/04 11 :55AM >» 

Leah, 
· Can you please confirm receipt of this via e-mail? 
it since during this move, I have had trouble with b 
and internet services and want to be sure you get t 
It is my understanding that you will make changes, then send the report 
back to me for final approval, at which point, I will get the report 
back to you right away. Please confirm. 
I am quite anxious about this whole procedure, as you can probably 
ima ine. 

AOC 009455 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract accompanies the redacted email correspondence between Victim KQ and Leah 
McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office 
of Professional Fitness Review, dated July 2, 2004. Victim KQ attached a revised copy of her 
statement of the alleged abuse by Fr. Eugene Burns and sought information about the process of 
formalizing her allegation. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY 
Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

July 20, 2004 

DearMs.-

Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. 
Eugene Patrick Bums. The report is based upon your revisions you returned to me. 
Thank you so much for your additions and changes. 

Upon your review of the report, please provide your signature and date and return the 
document in the envelope provided. 

Ms-. in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you return the 
enclosed report to me by August 3, 2004. In the event that I do not receive any response 
from you by August 3rd, I will assume that the final report is accurate and I will proceed 
forward with this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205 . 

.... . 

Enclosure 

AOC 009457 
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From: Leah McCluskey 
To: 
Date: 7/21/04 9:14AM 
Subject: Fwd: - Letter & Report - I have attached a copy of the report based upon your 

ffice. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call or e-mail. 

Take care, 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Professional Responsibility Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: 312. 751.5205 
Fax: 312.751.5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

AOC 009458 



PAGE 01 

RECEIVED 

.L\UG 0 3 2004 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PHOFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

To• Leah McCluskey From: 

Fax: 312.751.5279 Pages; 

Phon~ Date: 8/3/04 

Re: Final revisions of initial draft. 

CJ Urgent D For Review D Please Comment D Please Reply Cl Please Recycle 

Leah (or Laura) 

Attached, please find the final draft of my revisions of the initial report. Please confirm 
receipt of this since there seems to have been some diff.'cult you getting my last 
communications. You can either leave me a voicemail 
mail me at 

Thank you, 

AOC 009459 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

January 6, 2005 

Dear Ms 

Enclosed you will find a :finalized copy of your report with all of the necessary 
signatures. A copy of the report is also enclosed for your attorney. 

If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

t?J~v. ~--~ 
Laura A. Neri-Palomino 
Administrative Assistant 

Enclosures 

(312) 751-5205 
F~lX: (312) 751-5279 

AOC 009460 



Memo: To Kaz 
From: Ed 
Re: Gene Bums 

January 12, 2005 

He received a couple of calls from a hospice lady re: Gene. Gene has apparently been 
upset and distraught and mentioning a young girl - He apparently was aware 
of your trip to Holy Family. 

was concerned. He is a friend of Gene's. He pointed out that Gene drifts 
in and out. He rambles and he is not really competent. 

He deduced that an allegation had been made. He is concerned that Gene, in his declining 
years was about to be "put out on the street". 

I assured him that Gene was not about to be put out on the street. We were just sharing 
information with Gene in accord with our own internal processes. 

-as not difficult. He was happy with the way Gene was being treated by the diocese 
through out the course of his illness. At any rate9'ould like you to call him. 

AOC 009461 



Eugene Patrick Bums Born: 

Assignment 

St. Anne Parish {Hazel Crest) 

St. Catherine Labaure Parish (Glenview) 

St. Nicholas of Talentine Parish (62nd St.) 

St. Denis Parish (St. Louis Ave.) 

St. Joseph Parish (Homewood) 

St. Terrence Parish (Alsip) 

Our Lady of Knack Parish (Calumet City) 

Queen of Apostles Parish (Riverdale) 

St. Ann Parish (Lansing) 

St. Margaret Hospital (Hammond, IN) 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 

Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

Ordained: 05/03/1955 Died! 01/14/2005 Ethnicio/ 

Position Begin Date End Date 

Assistant Pastor 07/07/1955 07/05/1961 

Assistant Pastor 07/05/1961 05/16/1966 

Assistant Pastor 05/16/1966 06/10/1968 

Associate Pastor 06/10/1968 06/11/1973 

Associate Pastor 06/11/1973 06/11/1979 

Associate Pastor 06/11/1.979 02/01/1981 

Associate Pastor 02/01/1981 08/01/1981 

Pastor 08/01/1981 12/19/1983 

Sabbatical 12/19/1983 01/01/1985 

Associate Pastor 06/11/1985 10/01/1989 

Chaplain 10/01/1989 06/01/1992 

Retired 06/01/1992 01/14/2005 

No Image 
Attached 

AOC 009462 



Vicar General 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: January 18, 2005 

To: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Auxiliary Bishops 
Chancellor 
Communications 

From: Rev. George Rassas 

Re: Death of Rev. Eugene P. Burns 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax (312)337-6379 

Rev. Eugene P. Bums, Class of 1955, died Friday, January 14, 2005 of congestive heart 
failure. Father Burns was living at Holy Family Villa in Lemont at the time of his death. A 
sister-in-law, nieces and nephews survive Father Bums. 

There is no visitation. Father Burns' wishes were that his body be cremated and the 
cremains interred a 

A Memorial Mass is planned for 
Friday, February 11, 11 :OOAM 
St. Anne Church 
16802 S. Lincoln St. 
Hazel Crest, IL 

Bishop Jakubowski will be the main celebrant. If you pan to concelebrate, please bring 
your funeral vestments, and advise Rev. Len Dubi at St. Anne Church, (708) 335-3221. 

AOC 009463 



The Archdiocese of Chicago 

Deatl1 Ai1r1.ol1[1,cen1e11ts 

~Home 

~ Obi!!JarL~ 

Archdiocese of Chicago I Obituaries 

FORMER PASTOR OF RIVERDALE PARISH, FR. EUGENE P. BURNS, 
DIES 

CHICAGO (January 19, 2005) - Fr. Eugene Patrick Burns died of 
congestive heart failure Friday, 

January 14, at Holy Family Villa in Lemont. He served as pastor of Queen 
of the Apostles Parish in Riverdale from 1981 to 1983. He was 76 years 
old. 

Fr. Burns most recent assignment was chaplain at St. Margaret Hospital in 
Hammond, Indiana. He served there for three years beginning in 1989 
before retiring from active ministry in 1992. 

Born in Chicago, Fr. Burns was a member of St. Rita of Cascia Parish. He 
attended Quigley Preparatory Seminary and the University of St. Mary of 
the Lake Seminary in Mundelein. Ordained in 1955, Fr. Burns served for 
six years as assistant pastor at St. Anne Parish in Hazel Crest, where a 
memorial Mass will be celebrated for him. 

He also served as assistant pastor at St. Catherine Laboure in Glenview 
(1961-1966), St. Nicolas ofTolentine (1966-1968), St. Denis (1968-1973), 
St. Joseph in Homewood (1973-1979), St. Terrence in Alsip (1979-1981), 
Our Lady of Knock in Calumet City (1981-1983), and St. Ann in Lansing 
(1985-1989). 

"He did creative things in his parish ministry," said Fr. Len Dubi, pastor of 
St. Anne in Hazel Crest, who also served with Fr. Burns at Queen of 
Apostles. While at St. Catherine Laboure he was the first priest to start the 
popular "Ports of Call" fundraiser that transformed parish schools into 
nightclubs, where acts performed and parishioners enjoyed food and 
games as a means of raising additional funds for the parish. 

Fr. Dubi commented that Fr. Burns was in the forefront of promoting peace 
and was one of the first to establish open discussion on the peace 
documents from the Second Vatican Council. He also introduced the 
program "Christ Renews His Parish" at Queen of Apostles Parish. 

As a Fr. Burns was a mentor and friend to many who 
sought his counsel in dealing with alcohol addiction. 

Most Reverend Thad Jakubowski, retired auxiliary bishop of Chicago, will 
be the main celebrant at a memorial Mass for Fr. Burns on Friday, 
February 11, at 11 a.m. at St. Anne Church, 16802, S. Lincoln St., Hazel 
Crest. Interment has taken place at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery in Alsip. 

Fr. Burns is survived by a sister-in-law and several nieces and nephews. 

http://www.archdiocese-chgo.org/news releases/obituaries 05/new 011905 .htm 

Page 1of1 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
l,,UF :I 

• Gffice of P..rofessional1Res1"onsf'O'ilifyQf of an Ofi~pCi.:!1 ij!J1,,1.illl'l;;IU ",.,, ......... ,.,_. 

OFFICE OF P::~,Dtc~C '~~~AL RESPONSl81L\TY 
""r,q-" I :('( .. CHICAGO ARCHm~~,}j~ :u? 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

• • ~i • • "tamp' Thes .c. a n:;;,a m.t ~ · MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

DO NOT COPY 

File - PFR-245 u1\\ 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato~ 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Re: REV. EUGENE BURNS' [DECEASED] RESPONSE TO ALLEGATION 
OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT AGAINST MADE BY 

Date: February 2, 2005 

Date of Meeting: January 6, 2005 

Present at Meeting 
Rev. Eugene Burns 
Rev. Leonard Dubi, friend of Fr. Burns 
Rev. Joseph Bennett, friend of Fr. Burns 

Time of Meeting: lO:OOam 

Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Face-to-Face Meeting 
Rev. James T . .Kaczorowski and PRA traveled to Holy Family Villa to meet with Rev. Eugene 
Burns. Fr. Burns had recently been moved to the nursing facility as a result of his ailing health. 
Revs. Leonard Dubi and Joseph Bennett were also present as support to Fr. Burns. Frs. 
Kaczorowski and Bennett arranged the meeting date and place, as all involved parties were to be 
at Holy Family Villa that day for another appointment. Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA met with Fr. 
Bennett and Rev. Leonard Dubi in an unoccupied room in the nursing facility. 

The meeting was to begin at 11 :OOam and Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA went into Fr. Burns' room, 
where Frs. Dubi and Bennett were already with him [Fr. Burns]. Fr. Burns was lying in his 
hospital bed and had difficulty hearing as a result of his hearing aids being broken. PRA had to 
stand right next to Fr. Burns' bed and speak directly into his ear to introduce herself. 

Prior to meeting with Fr. Burns to read the allegation, Frs. Kaczorowski, Dubi, Bennett, and 
PRA met outside of Fr. Burns' room. PRA asked Frs. Dubi and Bennett if Fr. Burns could 
actually read the report, to which they stated that Fr. Burns could not see as a result of macular 
degeneration. Fr. Dubi also noted that Fr. Burns does not have use of his hearing aids, as both 

AOC 009465 



RESPONSE - PFR-245 
January 6, 2005 
Page2 

were broken at the tiri:te. He stated that Fr. Burns was better able to hear a man's voice due to the 
lower register of a male voice in comparison to a female voice. After discussion among Frs. 
Dubi. Burns, Kaczorowski, and PRA it was agreed that the allegation needed to be read to Fr. 
Bums that day. During the discussion, Fr. Dubi clarified for Fr. ~that Fr. Burns was 
asked to leave the priesthood in the early 1990s as a result ofhis~s a result of the 
discussion, it was also agreed that Fr. Kaczorowski would begin by speaking to Fr. Burns about 
the role and :function of the Vicar for Priests office and the Office of Professional Responsibility. 
Due to Fr. Burns' difficulty with hearing, it was agreed that Fr. Kaczorowski would read the 
allegation to him 

At approximately 11:50am, Frs. Dubi, Bennett, Kaczorowski, and PRA returned to Fr. Burns' 
room. The extended delay in meeting with Fr. Bums was the result of the presence of a unit 
social worker [to address the issue ofrepairing his hearing aids] and then the presence of two 
nurses. The nurses assisted Fr. Bums with moving in his bed to a more comfortable position. Fr. 
Bums was then given Vicadin as a result of his expression of pain that he was experiencing. 

PRA sat next to Fr. Burns' bed and took notes as Fr. Kaczorowski stood next to the cleric's bed 
and began to talk to him. had also taken seats in Fr. Burns' room. Fr. 
Kaczorowski then asked Fr. Burns if he remembered Fr. Burns responded by 
stating that he did remember~d her family. Fr. Kaczorowski then informed Fr. 
Burns that-brought forward an allegation of sexual abuse against him. Throughout 
the meeting, Fr. Kaczorowski would have to repeat what Fr. Burns was saying, as no one else in 
the small room could hear him. When Fr. Kaczorowski spoke of the abuse alleged by­
_.r. Burns replied something similar to, ''That's not true .. .I was only good to them." 

Fr. Kaczorowski asked Fr. Burns to listen as he read the allegation made b- He also 
advised Fr. Burns to state [at the conclusion of listening to the allegation] that he did not abuse 
-that were the case. 

Fr. Kaczorowski then began to read~egation of sexual abuse by Fr. Burns. As Fr. 
Kaczorowski read the report, Fr. Bums agreed to being assigned to St. Catherine Laboure and to 
being friends wit When Fr. Kaczorowski had reached pa~ 
allegation where spoke of Fr. Bums coming to her family's home__.._. 

r. urns indicated to Fr. Kaczorowski that he could not hear him. Fr. 
czorowski then walked to the other side of Fr. Burns' hospital bed and read close to his other 

ear [left]. 

from age five of the allegation wher~ spoke of 
. " Fr. Burns responded, " .. .I'm amazed [with the 

wski read 0 collection of 
r. Duhl clarified that the home was located 
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RESPONSE - PFR-245 
January 6, 2005 
Page3 

legation where she spoke of her 
r. Bums stopped him and stated," ... this is all lies ... I 

don't know where this came from ... you think you're ~le ... " Fr. Burns then asked Fr. 
Kaczorowski. "What's the bottom line [in regards to ...... allegation]?'' Fr. 
Kaczorowski responded by informing Fr. Burns that he was only halfway finished with reading 
the allegation Fr. Burns then remarked that he " ... couldn't believe it -allegation 
against him]. .. " 

egation where 
He stated, 

"I've heard enough .. .it's a big lie .. .I was very good to all of them ... [I have] 
no apologies." Fr. Burns stopped Fr. Kaczorowski again as he read about 
-ecorded on page eight. He said to Fr. Kaczorowski,'' ... all this shit .. .I don't want to 
listen to this ... I'm not guilty .. .it's her interpretation ... " 

PRA noted that throughout the time that Fr. Kaczorowski read the allegation to Fr. Burns, his 
eyes would open and closed periodically. As a result, Fr. Kaczorowski said Fr. Bums' name at 
times throughout the meeting to ensure that he was aware of what was being read to him. 

As Fr. Kaczorowski read of 

After Fr. Kaczorowski re recollection of the situation involving Fr. Burns' 
[page nine], Fr. Burns remarked, " .. .I never touched her in my life." 

Once Fr. Kaczorowski concluded reading-allegation against Fr. Burns, the cleric 
provided some responses. Fr. Burns state~gation is] not true, not so .. .l'm 
tired .. .l'm stunned ... of all people ... " He also mentioned •• 
- Fr. Burns continued," .. .I'm stunned .. .I never would have dreamt ... " He also 
spoke of going to the country for cookouts. 

Fr. Bums then describe~as "a troubled girl." When asked for clarification by Fr. 
Kaczorowski. Fr. Burns ~e's] just troubled ... " Fr. Burns' last statement to Fr. 
Kaczorowski was that he could not have abuse~ as she described because he is 
homosexual. 

PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski thanked Fr. Burns for his time and for his responses to 
allegations. 

PRA was unable to return this draft to Fr. Burns for his corrections/approval due to the fact that 
he passed away on Friday, January 14, 2005. 
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Date 

Date 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract accompanies the redacted summary prepared by Leah McCluskey, Professional 
Responsibility Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness 
Review, or former Rev. Eugene Burns's response to Victim KQ's allegation of abuse, given to 
Ms. McCluskey on January 6, 2005. Burns denied that he had engaged in inappropriate conduct 
with Victim KQ. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Laura A Neri-Palomino J,rJ f 

Burns, Eugene (Deceased) 

February 7, 2005 

COPY 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please sign the attached Re~nse to a1legation in reference to the above matter and return to this 
office ASAP. A copy will be provided for your office. 

Thank you for your cooperation 

Attachment 

AOC 009470 
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, March 19, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

MINUTES 

Members absent: 

Non-members present: _ . /7)\ 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - February 12, 2005 
• Unanimously approved [8-0] 

II. Case Reviews 

Initial Review 
A. In the Matter of Rev. Eugene Bums [Deceased 2005] - PFR - 170 

· ew Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made by -
The claim is as follows: fondling, penetration; 

In a 8-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this matter 
warrants additional investigation. The Board also requested that PRA complete the 
following tasks: 

• -To attempt to obtain a 
• To request to speak with any/all of Ms. family members and ask their recollection of 

Fr. Burns' presence at the fu.rnil~me when they were minors_ 
• To request to speak with Ms. -s best friend [as referenced in her allegation] and ask her 

recollection ofMs.~losing the abuse by Fr. Bums to her. 
• That PRA personally review Fr. Burns' files in the appropriate offices [Vicar for Priests, 

Chancellor's files, etc.]. 

AOC 009471 



B. 

Review for Cause 
c. 

MINUTES 
March 19, 2005 
Page2 
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D. 

E. 

III. 

MINUTES 
March 19, 2005 
Page2 
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MINUTES 
March J 9, 2005 
Page4 

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 9, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski. Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Jllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD ME~echicago.org 
Saturday, March 19, 2005 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - February 12, 2005 

Il. Case Reviews 

Initial Review: 

B. In the Matter of Burns, Eugene P. (Retired 1992/Deceased 2005) - PFR-245 

• Allegation made by 

Review for Cause: 

C. 

D. 

E. 

III. Other Matters 

The nexJ scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, April 16, 2005 

PLEASE NOTE: DA TE OF ADDITIONAL BOARD MEETING IN APRIL TO BE DETERMINED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICACO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-245 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Burns, Eugene (Deceased)/ 

Date: March 29, 2005 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on Saturday, March 19, 2005: 

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made b 
claim is as follows: fondling, penetration; 

In a 8-0 vote in light of the informat1on presented, the Board determined that this matter warrants 
additional investigation The Board also requested that PRA complete the following tasks: 

• 
• To request to speak with any/all o~amily members and ask their recollection of Fr. 

Burns' presence at the ~e minors. 
• To request to speak with-....--[as referenced in her allegation] and ask her 

recollection of-disclosing the abuse by Fr. Burns to her. 
• That PRA personally review Fr. Burns' files in the appropriate offices [Vicar for Priests, 

Chancellor's files, etc.]. 
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. RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGr 
Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: l -800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on ?J \ l ~ l OS to conduct a(n) 
(enter date: riionthldaylyear) 

{checkone:) ~nitial Review Preliminary RP.\J'iP.w 
Status Report 

Supplementary Review 

regarding the allegation of ____ _ 
~~:name 

against ____ ____.Ui'-"'""-1,lj_.x....;·----..;;;'---'l;l"'-'---7'N,......:&1t~,'----'6'J"""'--"'-M----......Vl ........ S ___________ _ 
(enter name of accusZ'P'n:tordeacon) 

{check one:) a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________ _ 

(enter name of [Arch]diocese) 

a religious priest or deacon of __________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

a resigned priest or deacon of __________________ _ 

\(1 deceased priest or deacon of __ .....__."'--=---------------

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(checkone:J ~e information at least seems to be true of an offense. 
the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

(check one:) the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring andrestrictions pending1 inquiry. 
the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) there is reasonable cause to .suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

(check one:) the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 
no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: <:/.. ,.. 0 WfJVI( ~ Md '/ 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces letters from Victim KQ to Fr. Jim Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, dated March 2005, discussing the impact of the sexual abuse by Fr. 
Eugene Bums. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

March 28, 2005 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Review Board met on March 19, 
2005 and conducted an Initial Review o llegation of sexual misconduct 
against Rev. Eugene Burns pursuant to .Arhc e . o the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Burns was a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
until his death January 14, 2005. 

The Board determined that in light of the information presented, additional investigation 
of the matter is warranted. The additional information obtained will be presented to the 
Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for Cause. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 

RECEIVED 

APR 0 4 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

To: File - PFR-245 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Bums, Eugene (Deceased) 

Date: March 29, 2005 

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on Saturday, March 19, 2005: 

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation made by 
claim is as follows: fondling, penetration; 

In a 8-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this matter warrants 
additional investigation The Board also requested that PRA complete the following tasks: 

• 
• To request to speak with any/all of Ms. family members and ask their recollection of Fr. 

Bums' presence at the family home when they were minors. 
• To request to speak with Ms. -best friend [as referenced in her allegation] and ask her 

recollection of Ms. - d~e abuse by Fr. Bums to her. 
• 1bat PRA personally review Fr. Bums' files in the appropriate offices [Vicar for Priests, 

Chancellor's files, etc.]. 

AOC 009480 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

April 13, 2005 

Dear Ms .• 

I hope that this letter finds you doing well. 

I am writing on behalf of the Archdiocesan Review Board in regards to your allegation of 
sexual abuse against Rev. Eugene Burns. 

Ms. I first want to thank you for all of the information that you have share~d thus 
far regar mg this most serious matter. In your formal allegation against Fr. Burns, you 
spoke of your siblings being present at times when Fr. Burns was with your family both 
in your family home and other homes. You also mentioned sharing the abuse that you 
sustained by Fr. Bums with your best frien~ have been asked by the Review Board 
for your permission to speak with any of your mentioned family members and/orm 

I would greatly appreciate if you could please respond to these requests in the near future 
so that this matter may continue forward in the Review Board process. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

~ll/l{!o({Af~ 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Administr. tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) ?Sl-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

April 13, 2005 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on March 19, 
2005 and conducted an Initial Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct 
against Rev. Eugene Bums, a deceased priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, pursuant to 
Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. Despite the fact that 
Fr. Bums is deceased, the Board recommended to follow through with their process as 
your allegation was presented to him and he provided a response prior to his death. 

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the 
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Any additional information 
obtained will be presented to the Board at a Review for Cause of this matter. If you have 
any additional information at this time, please forward it to my attention. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be 
available to you. They may be reached at [312] 751-8267. 

y, 

. . l.A/(dJJ;ia~~J 
L h McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Admini rator . 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi., Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHIC/\GO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-245 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Adnllnistrato.@ 

Re: Bums, Rev. Eugene [Deceased] 

Date: April 14, 2005 

PRA conducted a review of Rev. Eugene Burns' file located in the Chancellor's Office 
on April 13, 2005 in connection with Ms. s allegation of sexual 
misconduct against him. 

ccor mg to the file, Fr. Burns' request for early 
re rrement was grante m 1992 as a result of his poor health. There are also notes in the 
file that Fr. Bums was experiencing financial difficulties in 1992 as a result of past 
medical costs. Fr. Burns' request for fmancial assistance from the Archdiocese of 
Chicago was granted. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 009483 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces a memorandum prepared by Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility 
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Review, dated May 23, 
2005, which summarizes voicemails from Victim KQ and a telephone call between Ms. 
McCluskey and Victim KQ. According to the memorandum, Victim KQ stated that despite the 
Review Board's request, she would not be willing to allow the Review Board to speak with 
Victim KQ's siblings or friends, but that Victim KQ would meet with the Review Board in 
person. 
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MCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II linois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75J-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

May 25, 2005 

DearMs __ 

I am writing this letter in response to your request to address the Review Board regarding 
your allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Eugene Bums. 

The Review Board has requested that I ask your availability to meet from 10:00 to 10:30 
am on Saturday, June l 81

h 2005, the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. During this 
time period, you would be asked to share with the Board any information and/or 
documentation regarding this matter that has not yet been presented for the Board's 
consideration. Review Board members may have clarification questions to ask of you 
during this time period, however the intent of this meeting will not be to ask countless 
questions of you. The primary reason for this meeting is so that you are able to present 
to/share with the Board any additional information regarding your allegation against Fr. 
Burns. 

Ms.~lease contact me at (312] 751-5205 to confirm your receipt ofthis letter and 
to confirm the suggested meeting date and time. The Board meeting will take place in 
our office located at 676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910, Chicago, Illinois 60611. 

Ilil~', 
I.:eah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm· 

Cc: Ral h Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
Attorney 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Bux 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

File - PFR-245 . 

Leah McCluskey, Profussional Responsibility Administrator {j) 
Burns, Rev. Eugene [Deceased] 

June 2, 2005 

As requested by the independent Review Board, PRA reviewed Rev. Eugene Burns' file 
in the Vicar for Priests Office. This request was made by the Board in connection with 

allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Burns. 

As of the file review that took place on April 20, 2005, PRA noted the following: 

Cc: 

• 
• Consistent financial issues 

• 
• 

• 

• 

April 2, 1985: letter from Fr. Burns where he described his 30 years in parish 
work as ''traumatic;" spoke of his upset with PRMAA upon their request for a 
copy of his Income Tax Report and will; requested an assignment at a hospital; 
expressed that he was not interested in parish work; used expletives to describe 
Cardinal Bernardin; stated, "I'm a goddamn good priest and I have paid my 
dues;" expressed his preference to go to a different diocese if he did not receive 
his requested assignment 
September 22, 1995: Fr. Burns' ••••I; priest of the Archdiocese o cago s are is ee mg t t r. 
Burns was- same priest also felt that Fr. Burns should not be alone in his 
home upon his return from---

March 2005: documentati~d·········· 

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-245 11) 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator~ From: 

Re: Burns, Rev. Eugene [Deceased 

Date: June 2, 2005 

PRA received a voice mail message from Ms. on May 31, 2005 
regarding her allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Eugene Burns. 

Ms~onfirmed the receipt of the May 24, 2005 letter sent by PRA on behalf of the 
Review Bo-d re esting her presence at the June 18, 2005 scheduled meeting [see file]. 
As per Ms she will be present at 10:00 am on June 18, 2005 to meet with the 
Review Board. Ms. - stated that she would also bring additional information [i.e. 

with her to share with the Board at the June 18, 2005 meeting. 

Ms. - requested a return call from PRA only if there was a feeling that she 
misunderstood any information stated in the May 24, 2005 letter concerning her presence 
at the June 18, 2005 Review Board meeting. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, June 18, 2005 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

MINJJTES CORRECTED 

Members absent: ----· 
Non-members present: ~)} 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - May 21, 2005 
• Change made to last bullet point at the bottom of page I [see "Corrected" 

minutes]; then approved by a vote of 6-0 [ was not yet present] 

• 

• 

II. Case Reviews 

Review for Cause 
A. In the Matter of Rev. Eugene Bums [Deceased 20~ 

• Discussion of case prior to meeting with Ms-at I 0:00 am 
• Agreed that Board members would introduce themselves to Ms. 
• I 

• 

• 

• 
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B. 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page 2 

• Ms. -rovided PRA with verbal consent to photocopy the letters and 
personal statement that she would read to the Board members [see file] for 
documentation purposes 

• Ms.-noted several questions and concerns that she has brought to the 
attention of various archdiocesan personnel without receiving a response [see 
file] 

• After Ms.-time with the Board was concluded [10:45 am], the Board 
unanimously a~t it is imperative that PRA follow through with 
answering Ms ..... questions posed -

• The Board directed PRA to write a letter to Ms. on their behalf 
thanking her for her presence at the June 18th Board meeting as well as 
indicating that PRA would attempt to provide answers to her questions and 
concerns by a stated future date [i.e. September 1, 2005] 

• The Board requested that a copy of PRA's generated letter to Ms.- be 
sent in each Board member's packets for the July 16, 2005 meeting 

• PRA will work with Fr. Smilanic and Mr. Ralph Bona~irector of 
Assistance Ministry, to attempt to seek answers to Ms.~ posed 
questions and concerns 

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made by 
The allegation is as follows: touching genitals under clothing; 

penetration with fingers; 

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that there 
is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board 
determined that no further action be taken because Fr. Bums is deceased, except to 
provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 
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MINUTES 
Jwie 18, 2005 
Page3 
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c. 

D. 

III. Other Matters 

• 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page4 
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• 

• 

MINUTES 
June 18, 2005 
Page 5 

• PRA provided an update of new allegations to Board members 

• PRA provided an update of Cardinal George's decisions to accept all Review Board 
recommendations made in regards to the May 21, 2005 and May 31, 2005 meetings 

• will not be present at the July 16, 2005 scheduled Review Board 

NexJ scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 16, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, June 18, 2005 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - May 21, 2005 and May 31, 2005 (Conference call) 

IL Case Reviews 

Review for Cause: 

A 

B. In the Matter of Rev. E~ (Deceased 2005)- PFR-245 

c. 

D. 

• Allegation made by--
• Initial Review-March 19, 2005 
• ~iJI be present at the meeting to address the Board from 10 a.m. to 

10:30 a.m. 

III. Other Matters 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, July 16. 2005. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

File - PFR-245 

Review Board Meeting 

Bums, Rev. Eugene (Deceased 

June 18, 2005 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

A summary of the cliscussion from the Professional Responsibility Board Meeting on June 18, 2005: 

• Discussion of case prior to meeting with 
• Agreed that Board members would introduce the 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

w1 ver consen o p otocopy t e etters an personal 
statement that she would read to the Board members [see file] for documentation purposes 
Ms. - noted several questions and concerns that she has brought to the attention of 
various archdiocesan personnel without receiving a response [see file] 
After Ms. -·s time with the Board was concluded [10:45 am], the Board unanimously 
agreed that it is imperative that PRA follow through with answering Ms. -
questions posed 
The Board directed PRA to write a letter to Ms. -on their behalf thanking her for her 
presence at the June 18th Board meeting as well as indicating that PRA would attempt to 
provide answers to her questions and concerns by a stated future date [i.e. September 1, 
2005] . 
The Board requested that a copy of PRA's generated letter to Ms .• be sent in each 
Board member's packets for the July 16, 2005 meeting 
PRA will work with Fr. Smilanic and Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Director of Assistance 
Ministry, to attempt to·seek answers to Ms. posed questions and concerns 

·ew Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation made b~ 
The alle ation is as follows: touch" · · · · ers; 

AOC 009494 



In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board determined that 
no further action be taken because Fr. Bums is deceased, except to provide appropriate outreach to 
those affected by the alleged misconduct. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces a letter from Victim KQ to the Archdiocese of Chicago Review Board, 
dated June 18, 2005. Victim KQ previously received a letter from the Review Board asking to 
speak with friends and family members, but Victim KQ did not believe this was necessary. 
Victim KQ believed that the Review Board should research her going to the Archdiocese of 
Chicago in 1992 to report her abuse, but being escorted out by security. Victim KQ also noted 
that Ralph Bonaccorsi remembered this incident. Victim KQ discussed her reasoning for waiting 
so long to report her abuse to the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
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,RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAG 
Professional Responsibility Review Board 
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSmON 

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on -::::::=::::l&iiiit( l~<6~{ DniOWiStBYiYi;;J-- to conduct a(n) 
~ te: month/day/year) 

(check one:J Initial Review Supplementary Review 
Status Report 

regarding the allegation of----__,.. 
~(7~meof IQ,, 1 ,,1,VJ~ 

against ________ -=t:.-;._,Yl..:....i....-ff'-'-';...;::...-"""'r '°=W-=-:.V'_,__'""'.:2=----------·---­
(enter naffiOfaCCllSed priest or deacon) 

¥11_ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________ _ 

(check one:) 

(enter name of [Arch]diocese,I 

a religious priest or deacon of ______________ , ___ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

a resigned priest or deacon of ______________ , ___ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

a deceased priest or deacon of __________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

wh~hcl~ms~~~ws: _____________________ . ___ _ 
(enter brief description of the alleged misconduct or inappropriate behavior) 

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) the information at least seems to be true of an offense. 

(check one:) 

the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed. 

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that 

the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pendiing inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(checkone:J ~ere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

(checkone:J the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

VilO further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
Mo provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: ] - 0 'fill Cz((JV\lth [{: GMAC,-(, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

June 20, 2005 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 

RECEIVED 

JUN 2 I 2005 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 OFFICE DF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Please be advised that the Professional Resp~ew Board met on June 18, 
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause of-allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Rev. Eugene Bums pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review 
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Bums is a deceased priest of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago. 

The Board determined that in light of the information presented, there is reasonable cause 
to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. The Board also recommended that no 
further action be taken due to the fact that Fr. Burns is deceased, except to provide 
appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

::+JJ~e
1

n'11 

~~ Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility A · ist . tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

June 28, 2005 

Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 18, 
2005 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct 
against Rev. Eugene Burns pursuant to Article § 1104.9 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Burns is a deceased priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

At a Review for Cause, the Review Board determines, based on the information that has 
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor. If the Board determines that 
there is reason to suspect that sexual misconduct of a minor has occurred and Cardinal 
George accepts the recommendation, formal proceedings commence under Canon 
[Church] Law. 

In the Review for Cause of this matter on June 18th, the Board determined that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Cardinal George has 
accepted the Board's recommendation. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be 
available to you. They may be reached at [312] 751-8267. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardin ' D legate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO c p 
Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l-5279 

www.archchicago.org 

June 28, 2005 

I hope that this letter finds you doing well. 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Professional Responsibility Review Board regarding 
your presence at the June 18, 2005 Review Board meeting. 

The Board members have asked that I attempt to convey to you their great appreciation 
for your agreement to meet with them on June 181

h and for sharing all that you did 
regarding yourself and Rev. Eugene Burns. The Board members also requested that I 
express the empathy that they share with you surrounding the emotional and physical 
efforts that you took to meet with them. 

The Board members share your concern for the unanswered questions that you have 
already posed to the Archdiocese of Chicago. Please know that I have been asked by the 
Board to follow up with your questions and concerns. I intend to have responses for you 
in the near future, no later than September 1st. 

M~ I again want to thank you on behalf of the Review Board members for your 
attendance at the June 18th meeting and for speaking with them. We will speak again 
soon. 

1cttA L ah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm· istrato 

..___ __ , 
Cc: Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 

Attorney 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, lllinois 60611 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

June 29, 2005 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of June 21, 2005 in 
response to your letter of June 20, 2005, regarding the matter of Reverend Eugene Burns, a 
priest of the Archdiocese of C ceased, and the. allegations of sexual misconduct 
that were made against him by This matter was discussed in a Review for Cause 
by the Professional Responsibility Review Board at their meeting of June 18, 2005. 

I accept the Review Board's determination that there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the alleged misconduct occurred. I also accept their recommendation that no further action can 
be taken at this time, since Father Bums is deceased. I ask the Assistance Ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged 
misconduct. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

:f~,~k 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Reverend George J. Rassas, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

September 1, 2005 

Dear Ms __ 

I hope that this letter finds you doing well. 

C· 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(2. 12) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 75l -5279 

www.archchicago.org 

I am writing to you in regards to the questions and concerns you shared with the Review 
Board when you met with them on June 18, 2005. 

I wanted to inform you that my associate Mrs. Patricia Zacharias, Professional 
Responsibility Assistant Administrator, has worked on compiling and has completed a 
contact list of individuals who may have information and recollections of the incident 
that you have shared that took place in the Pastoral Center approximately 10 years ago. 

I will continue to go through the list and speak with all individuals that Mrs. Zacharias 
has identified, as each had some role in the Pastoral Center 10 years ago around the time 
period of the incident that you have shared. I apologize for not having all information for 
you by this date, but I wanted to update you with the progress that has been made thus 
far. Once I have had the opportunity to speak with the former and current employees that 
have been identified, I will be in contact with you to share what I have learned. 

Ms.-. please know that you may reach me at [312] 751-5205 with any questions or 
concerns. 

ely~ 

!~ 
McCluskey 

Professional Responsibility A 

Cc: Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
Patricia Zacharias, Professional Responsibility Assistant Administrator 
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Archdiocese settles with 24 accusers 

October 28, 2005 

BY CAT.1::1.lE.fNfAJ,,SANI Religion Reporter 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago has reached an out-of-court settlement with two dozen men and 
women who say they were sexually abused as minors by priests of the archdiocese, lawyers for the victims and a 
spokesman for Cardinal Francis George said Thursday. 

The settlement involves 14 current or former riests none of whom is in active mini st today. Five of the men -
Eugene Burns are deceased, said Jim 
Dwyer, a spokesman for George. 

Since 1950, the Chicago archdiocese has received credible allegations of sexual abuse of minors against 60 
priests, Dwyer said. At a press conference Thursday, attorneys for the 24 
abuse survivors, released a list of 38 priests (including the 14 involved in the settlement) they say have credible 
allegations of abuse against them. 

Abuse long ago 

Dwyer confirmed that their list of 38 was accurate, but declined to name the remaining 22 priests or provide a 
comprehensive list of the names of all 60 priests who have been accused since 1950, citing conc1erns about 
naming someone publicly who has never been charged criminally or sued for sexually abusing minors. 

Many of the priests accused of abuse in the Chicago archdiocese and elsewhere never have been successfully 
prosecuted or sued because the alleged abuse took place so long ago, civil and criminal statutes of limitation 
have expired. 

List of accused priests 

While they commended archdiocesan officials for their willin[ness to ne.tiate and settle with abuse survivors 
whose cases were beyond statutes of limitations, called on archdiocesan officials to 
release a comprehensive list of priests who stand accused of abusing minors. 

"Until they come clean, as it were, with what they know~re at risk, the parishes of the archdiocese of 
Chicago are not safe and we are deeply worried," said - a St. Paul, Minn., attorney who has represented 
hundreds of clergy sex abuse victims across the nation. 

Neither would disclose the monetary amount of the settlement. 

Copyright© The Sun-nmes Company 

http://www.suntimes.com/cgi-bin/print.cgi?getReferrer=http://www.suntimes.com/output/... 11/1/2005 
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January 20, 2006 

The Most Reverend Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Archbishop George: 

On October 27, 2005 the four o'clock, ABes Channel 7, telecast aired an accusation by 

a of alleged abuse by Father Gene which purportedly occurred over 43 years ago 

while he was an Assistant at St. Catherine Laboure Parish in Glenview. The following morning 

two separate newspapers, the Chicago Tribune and the Daily Southtown ran articles reiterating 

the allegations and also reported an undisclosed financial settlement by the Archdiocese. 

Needless to say, each of us was shocked and dismayed. We had no prior notice that these events 

were unfolding and that our family name would be so publicly smeared. As a result, we 

immediately began a process to get answers regarding a number of questions including inter alia: 

1. Why were we not notified that these issues had surfaced in October 2004, ten 

months prior to this publication? 

2. Why was a confidentiality agreement not entered into with the alleged accuser as 

part of the settlement? 
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The Most Reverend Francis Cardinal George 0.M.I. 
January 20, 2006 
Page2 

3. Why was Father Burns not told about the allegations at the time they first 

surfaced, namely May 10, 2004, rather than 6 days before his death on January 11, 2005? 

As a result, contacted Father Pollardv who did not have much 

infonnation. She then contacted the Vicar of Priests, Farther Vince Costello. Father Costello 

confirmed that the allegations first surfaced on May 10, 2004, when Ms.- came to the 

Archdiocese accompanied by····· Approximately 7 months later the Vicar of the 

Archdiocese visited Father Bums. -also visited Farther Burns on the same day. Father 

Gene brought up the Vicar's visit and the allegations and said, "Why would she say that? I 

would never hurt her or any child or anyone for that matter." Father Burns died six days later. 

Both ontacted various representatives of the Archdiocese in an 

effort to obtain more infonnation but were largely unsuccessful. As a result, in early December 

2005 we requested 

meet with the Archdiocese representatives and John O'Malley, 

Corporation Counsel, to discuss this matter. 

met with Mr. O'Malley and Fathers Costello an-for approximately 1 Y2 

hours. He addressed a number of our concerns as well as his own regarding the lack of an 

independent investigation and the lack of credible and substantive evidence to support the 

allegations. He reported back to us at least the following: 
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The Most Reverend Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
January 20, 2006 
Page3 

3. There is no independent corroboration to support her allegation -

In fact, during the time Father 

Burns was an Associate at St. Catherine, i.e. 1961-1967, Father Burns neither owned nor leased a 

vacation home. Members of our family as well as others are prepared to tell you point blank that 

was accompanied by her parents on any visit to Father Burns since her parents were 

close personal friends with Father Burns, and remained so for at least 25 years after this incident. 

What is astounding to us is that there was no indication of any corroborating statement to 

support her allegation and no further investigation was undertaken by the Archdiocese other than 

accepting the statement o In October 2004, representatives of the Archdiocese 

knew of our existence and could have picked up the telephone to discuss the allegations. 

As a result of the Dallas Conference, the presumption is that the accuser is telling the 

truth and that there is in essence no need to corroborate the truthfulness of the allegations. 

If the process applied by the Archdiocese here were applied to the allegations made 

against the late Cardinal Bernadin, the result would have been entirely different. Cardinal 

Bemadin would never have had an opportunity to defend himself and to ultimately be 

exonerated. Likewise, the allegation made against-As you know, he was accused of 

inappropriate conduct by the parents of a parishioner. He fought those charges in a court of law 

and was exonerated. In fact, he received a monetary judgment as a result of the false accusations 

made against him. If the process applied here was applied to he never would have 

been able to uphold his good name. 

The process applied to Father Burns is medieval and smacks of an inquisition. It violates 

basic tenets of due process and fairness. 

AOC 009506 



The Most Reverend Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
January 20, 2006 
Page4 

We are requesting an opportunity to meet with you or with the Vicar General of the 

Archdiocese, Bishop Rassas, to discuss this matter further. We would suggest that­

also be present along with John O'Malley. 

In order to streamline such a request, we ask that you contact 

Cc: Bishop Rassas 
Cc: 
Cc: John O'Malley 
Cc: Rev. Vince Costello 
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Mother Doe 100, individually and as 
representative of the minor John Doe 100, 
on behalf of themselves ai:td all others 
similarly si 

·· .. 

APR I 8 2006 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 06CH020l7 
The Archdiocese. of Chicago d/b/a The Catholic 
Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole, 

Defendant 

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 

NOW COMES the Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, by and 

through their attorneys, 

to obtain declaratory and injunctive relief against Defendant, states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Tills Complaint seeks declaratory judgment and injunctive relief against: the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. The Archdiocese of Chicago has established a policy of harboring and 

protecting suspected child molesting agents, thereby endangering numerous children in Illinois. 

The Archdiocese has information about a number of suspected child molesting agents that it has 

never disclosed to law enforcement or the public at large, thereby causing children such as John 

Doe 100 to be harmed. Further, on info.nnation and belief, the Archdiocese has a policy and 

(00030426.DOC} 1 
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practice of document destruction. This declaratory relief and injunction action seeks to have the 

Archdiocese produce all documents regarding the molestation of children by its agents for court 

supervision, to release the names of all agents accused of molesting children to the court and to 

the public, and to enjoin the Archdiocese from destroying any documents regarding .suspected 

childhood sexual abuse by its agents. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE. 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this action because it seeks to redress violations 

of the plaintiffs' rights and to protect children in Illinois that are in imminent danger. Venue is 

proper because the Archdiocese resides in Cook County and the majority of the allegations 

herein involve occurrences in Cook County. 

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff John Doe 100 is a minor. Mother Doe 100 is John Doe IOO's mother and 

legal guardian. At all times material, Plaintiff John Doe 100 was a resident of the State of 

Illinois. At all times material, Mother Doe 100 was a resident of the State of Illinois. 

4. The identities of all Doe Plaintiffs are made known to Defendants through 

separate cover letter. 

5. Plain~ a thirty five year old Chicago resident.~ 

sexually molested as a child by ._....religious order priest who was serving at a parish 

within the Archdiocese at the time of the abuse. 

6. At all times material, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a Corporation Sole 

(hereinafter "Archdiocese of Chicago") was and is an Illinois corporation. Defendant has 

approximately eight hundred fifty four Diocesan priests serving in two counties in the State of 

(00030426.DOC}2 
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Illinois. At all times material to the complaint, Defendant Archdiocese was c0nducting business · 

in the State of Illinois. 

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

7. Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of themselves and, pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-

801, as the representatives of the class of persons who have been molested as ~hildren. by an 

agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago and on behalf of those children who have not ye:t been 

abused, but who are in imminent danger of abuse because the Archdiocese has not released the 

names and files of agents that have been accused of molesting children or accused of 

inappropriate sexual behavior with children to either the public or to the court. 

8. The Plaintiff class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable. In 

its own self report, the Archdiocese asserted that there were 142 cases where they had reason to 

suspect that an agent had sexually molested a child. These numbers only include information 

that was reported to the Archdiocese. The underlying data for the results was not disdosed to the 

public. 

9. There are questions of fact or law common to the class, which predominate over 

questions affecting only individual members. The common questions of law or fact include, but 

are not limited to: whether the Archdiocese of Chicago has failed to protect children by not 

releasing the names of its agents who have been accused of molesting children to the public and 

law enforcement and whether the Archdiocese has or is destructing documents in order to cover 

up or conceal crimes against children by clergy serving in and/or employed by the Archdiocese. 

IO. The Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the class. The 

interests of the plaintiffs are the same as those of all class members because they have all been 
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sexually abused by an agent of the Archdioce8e of Chicago· or are in danger of being; molested by 

an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago because the Archdiocese's information is not public. All 

ha~e an interest in preventing the sexual abuse of any further children by agents of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

11. A class action is an appropriate method for the fair and efficient adjudication of 

the controversy alleged in this complaint. The expense and burden of individual litigation would 

make it difficult or impossible for individual members of the class to redress the wrongs done to 

them. The cost to the court system of adjudication of such individualized litigation would be· 

substantial. Individualized litigation would also present the potential for inconsistent or 

contradictory judgments and would magnify the delay and expense to all parties and the court 

system. By contrast, the conduct of this action as a class action presents far fewer management 

difficulties, conserves the resources of the parties and court system, and protects the rights of 

each class member. In addition, the prosecution of separate actions by the individual members 

of the class would create a risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to individual 

class members which would establish incompatible standards of conduct for the defendant. 

ALLEGATIONS OF FACT 

12. , (hereinafter " was ordained a priest of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago in approximately 1994. 

13. At all times material,.~as employed by the Archdiocese. 

.was an ordained Roman Catholic Priest educated, trained and ordained by, and 

under the direct supervision, employ, agency and control of the Archdiocese. Among 

ties in his employment was to provide pastoral care and counseling for 
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members of his denomination. 

14. In approximately the winter of2000, a nun at Holy Family Church in Chicago 

reJ'?rted to the Archdiocese of Chicago tha 

down his pants in the sacriSty at Holy Family. 

ked a fourth-grade boy to pull 

15. The nun reported this numerous times to the Archdiocese. 

16. On infomiation and belief, on one occasion when the nun reported it 1to the 

Archdiocese, an official told her that "if the parents aren't pushing it, Jet it go." 

17. . After these reports, the nun made a final report to the Archdiocese, this one a 
-

written report of .· 
. : 

.r·' 'i 
ehavior. 

18. On information and belief, in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report 

to law enforcement, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes 

worked at in the past about the report, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes 

where ~worked after these reports, and did not tell any other children or parents 

about the report 

19. On information and belief, after the nun reported the abuse to the Archdiocese, 

the Archdiocese transferre~to another parish, St. Agatha's in Chicago. 

20. On information and belief, despite the report, the Archdiocese allowed 

. o teach at an Archdiocesan school and coach a boys basketball team. 

21. In response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops passed the Dallas Charter. 

22. On information and belief the Bishops passed the Dallas Charter in 2002. The 

Charter was only enforced, if at all, from within. There was no meaningful external non church 
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oversight over its enforcement. 

23. Cardinal Francis George represented to the public that the Charter was a "zero 

tolerance" policy that eommitted them to removal of priests in childhood sexual abuse cases. He 
\ 

also represented to the public that a priest with even one act of sexual misconduct ·with a child 

should not be allowed in public ministry in order to protect children. 

24. In January of 2003~ the Archdiocese released a "Ten Year Report" that purported 

·to give information about the Archdiocese's efforts to stop childhood sexual abuse by clerics in 

the previous ten years. 

25. On information and belief, the Ten Year Report purports to give the current status 

of priests that were accused of molesting a child anytime from 1993 to 2003. The rc::port 

indicates that no priest accused of abuse during that time period is in t;my form of ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

26. The Ten Year Report also states that officials of the Archdiocese have reported all 

allegations, including those not deemed credible, to the appropriate public authorities. 

27. On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not include~ the 

Ten Year Report. 

28. Also in response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops agreed to participate in a self report survey conducted by the John Jay 

College. 

29. As part of the John Jay survey, each Diocese submitted the number of priests that 

had allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor within the particular Diocese. 

30. On information and belief there was no oversight over the information that was 
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given to the John Jay College. It was completely up to the particular Diocese to ~espond 

honestly. 

31. The John Jay College defined "allegation," as all recorded notifications of clerical 
\ 

sexual misconduct with minors, whether or not they resulted in any investigation or whether 

there was reasonable cause to suspect abuse hacl occurred. 

32. In 2004, the Archdiocese reported that it had re~n to believe that 5S priests had 

sexiud misconduct with a minor. 

33. In 2004, Cardinal George and the Archdiocese represented to the public that there 

were no priests that were accused of childhood sexual abuse that were in public ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

34. On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not includ~ the 

2004 John Jay numbers. 

J5. On information and belief in Auiust of2005, the Archdiocese learned that law 

enforcement was investigating-- for childhood sexual abuse. 

36. On information and belief, in August of2005, the Archdiocese did not inform the 

law enforcement that a nun had reported that-ad acted in a sexually inappropriate 

manner with a child in 2000. 

37. On infonnation and belief, just as it did in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report or 

warn any of the parishioners, the public, or the parents at St. Agatha parish that law enforcement 

. was investigatin~for childhood sexual abuse. 

38. On information and belief, the Archdiocese elevate~ to a position of 

authority in the Archdiocese on September 1, 2005. It appointed him as Dean of a Deanery of 
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the Archdiocese. This is an honored, respected, and supervisory position within the 

Archdiocese. This meant that••I mis still at St Agathas, but also had some: 

su~rvisory authority over roughly 20 parishes in the Archdiocese. 

39. The Archdiocese allowed~ to remain at St·Agathas and in the 

position of Dean until at least January of 2006, more four months after the Archdiocese received 

at least its second report of sexual misconduct ~ainst a minor b~ 

40. In January of 2006, Chicago law enforcement arrested~d charged 

· him with sexually molesting two boys on multiple occasions. 

41. On information and belief, the nun who reported the abuse to the Archdiocese in 

2000 was contacted by the Archdiocese the day before 

Archdiocese indicated to the nun that it did not have the nun's letter. 

42. On information and belief, the Archdiocese also stated publicly that it bas no 

written record of the nun's reports or the actual letter. 

43. On information and belief, the Archdioceses and Dioceses across the United 

States, including the Archdiocese of Chicago, have been instructed to destroy documentation of 

sexual misconduct by priests and/or to send any of this material to the Holy See in order to claim 

it is immune from public discovery or disclosure. 

44. On information and belief, the Archdiocese has not released the names of the 55 

priests that it deemed as having reason to suspect committed sexual misconduct with children. 

45. On information and belief, the Archdiocese has also not released the names of any 

of the other clerics, lik~who were accused of sexual misconduct and are still in 

parishes, but not included in the Ten Year Report or the John Jay Survey. 
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46. Although the Archdiocese had not released the names of offenders, Sc)me names 

of Archdioce5an clerics accused of sexual misconduct have· been released during the course of 

liti~ation. These names were released in 2005: 

1) Richard "Doc" Bartz 

2) Robert Becker 

3) R. Peter Bowman 

4) Daniel Buck 

5) Eugene Burns 

6) John Callicott 

7) William Cloutier 

8) Robert D. Craig 

9) John Curran 

10) Walter DeRoeck 

11) Jeremiah Duggan 

12) Richard Fassbinder 

13) Joseph Fitzharris 

14) Robert Friese 

15) James Hagan 

16) Daniel Mark Holihan 

17) Walter Huppenbauer 

18) Thomas Job 

19) Robert Kealy 
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20) John Keehan 

21) Thomas Kelly 

22) John "Jack" Keough · 

. 23) Joseph Kissane 

24) Leonard Kmak 

25) William Lupo 

26) Norbert Maday 

21) Robert Mayer 

28) Vincent McCaffrey 

29) Donald Mulso:ff 

30) Thomas O'Gonnan 

31) James Ray 

32) John Robinson 

33) Kenneth Ruge 

34) Raymond Skriba 

35) Marion Snieg 

36) Yictor Stewart 

3 7) Ralph Strand 

3 8) Thomas Swade 

39) Anthony Vader 

:) 

47. Names that have not previously been released but who, on information and ~elief, 

have been accused of sexual misconduct with a minor: 
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1) James Flosi 

48. There are also a number of religious order priestS who worked in the Archdiocese. 

On information and belief: the ArchdiQcese had control and/or supervision over theS<: clerics 
I . . . 

while they were working in the Archdiocese. On information and belief: the Archdiocese knows 

about these clerics, misconduct. On information and belief, those religious order clerics that 

have been accused of sexual misconduct are: 

1) Robert Berlet (Christian Brothers) 

2) Robert Brouillette (Christian Brothers) . 

3) Vincent Bryce (Dominicans) 

4) George Dyer (Dominicans) 

5) Terrence Fitzmaurice (Benedictines) 

6) John Huels (Servite) 

7) Augustine Jones (Benedictines) 

8) Donald McGuire (Jesuits) 

9) John Murphy (Augustinians) 

10) Robert Murphy (Camelites) 

11) Michael O'Connor (Augustinians) · 

12) Jean Baptiste (J.B.) Ormechea (Passionists) 

13) Eusebio Pantoja (Claretians) 

14) Thomas Paramo (Claretians) 

15) Carlos Peralta (Salesians) 

16) John Powell (Jesuits) 
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17) Andrew Ronan (Servites) _ 

18) Wilton Skiffington (Jesuits) 

19) PatrickStrong (Augustinians) 

49. .--sexually molested John Doe 100 at some point between 

approximately 2000 and 2005, when John Doe 100 was a minor child. 

50. Neither John Doe 100 nor Mother Doe 100 knew that the Archdiocese had 

received reports about-exual abuse of children. 

51. 

COUNT I 
(Injunction -Release of Names) 

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

52. - Plaintiffs bring Count I on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly 

situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

53. The practices of the Archdiocese of Chicago have endangered numerous children 

in the past and these practices will continue to put children at risk in the future. 

54. Plaintiffs and the class have the right to not be sexually molested by cle:rics of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

SS. The Archdiocese owes a duty to warn all children and their parents that come into 

contact with its clerics of allegations of sexual misconduct by the clerics because these children 

and their parents hold clerics in an esteemed position, which gives clerics virtually unlimited 

access to children. 

56. The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of 

the names of clerics against whom- the Archdiocese has deemed to have credible allegations of 
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sexual misconduct with children to the court and to the public at large. 

57. The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of 

the names of clerics that have been accused of sexual misconduct with children to th(~ court and · 
~ . . . 

to the public at large. 

58. Unless injunctive relief is granted numerous children in Illinois are at risk of 

being sexually molested by clerics of the Archdiocese. 

59. In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs .and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Archdiocese do the following: 

60. 

a) Release the names of all 55 of the priests that it reported to the John Jay Survey to 

the court and to the public. 

b) Release the names of all other clerics, like - that were not included in 

the John Jay S~ey, but against whom the Archdiocese bas received allegations 

of sexual misconduct by the cleric with children to the court and to th1~ public. 

COUNT II 
(Injunction - Documents) 

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if s1~t forth in 

Count II. 

61. Plaintiffs bring Count II on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint 

62. On information and belief, the· Archdiocese still has documents that are evidence 

of crimes committed by clerics against children. 

63. The Archdiocese has a duty to the public at large and to law enforcement to not 
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. ,f . 

-. -. desn-oy any _documents that evidence a crime. 

64.. Tb,e Archdiocese has.a duty to children that were abused by clerics to not dest1'9y 
·,/· .. 

any; documents relating to the sexual misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct of any cleric at 

anytime in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

65. On information and belief the Archdiocese has destroyed documents and/or 

concealed documents and/ or failed to give documents to law enforcement relating to sexual 

misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct by clerics of the Archdiocese. 

66. Unless injunctive relief is granted, children ·will be at imminent risk of 'being 

molested by clerics of the Archdiocese, law enforcement will be prevented from doing its job, 

and those children that have already been molested by clerics will have their rights negatively 

. affected. 

67. In order to ensure th.at children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Archdiocese do the following: 

a) Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexuaJ 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to the Illinois Courts for supervision of · 

these documents. 

b) Tum over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexuaJ 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to law enforcement. 

c) Cease in the destruction or spoliation of any documents with any connection to 

any allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

d) Cease to conceal or misplace any docwnents with any connection to any 
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68. 

Count ill. 

69. 

) 
"'-···· '- .::_) 

allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

COUNT ill 
(Declaratory .Judgment) 

Plaintiffs repeat ari.d reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if se1t forth in 

Plaintiffs bring Count ill on their own behalf arid on behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

70. There is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of not releasing the names of 

those clerics that have been accused of molesting children. 

71. There is also an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, ancf. the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practice of not removing a cleric that is 

accused of molesting a child from any position where the cleric has any contact with children. 

72. Finally, there is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of 

the plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the·Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether 

the Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of destroying and/or 

concealing documents evidencing allegations of sexual misconduct by clerics. 

73. The plaintiffs and members of the plaintiff class are entitled to a declaration that 

the Archdiocesan practices of not releasing the names of clerics accused of sexual misconduct 

with minors, not removing clerics that are accused of sexual misconduct with children from 

positions where they have access to children, and by destroying and/or concealing documents, is 
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not adequate to protect children. 

... ·.· ... --.-· .. _.,, .. ·. ;- ·- .. ·. .. ,/ 

r · .. ·;5;;,;/ 
"'·· < /. / ··,.. JJ.-

•/ 
r:~y· 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court grant the reliefrequeSted 

within this complaint or any other relief the Court deems just in order to protect childnm. 

Dated: January 31, 2006 
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CHICAGO - The Archdiocese of Chicago paid 
$6.65 million to settle claims made by 14 people 
who say they were abused by Catholic priests, 
the church and plaintiffs' attorneys said Tuesday. 

The settlements were reached between March 
2006 and March 2007 and cover lawsuits filed 
against 12 current and former priests for abuse 

that allegedly occurred from the 1960s to the 
early 1990s, attorney said. 

All of the priests named in the settlements have 
been removed from public ministry or are 
deceased, said Susan Burritt, archdiocese's 
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media relatio. Jirector. She said the 
archdiocese traditionally has paid settlements 
with insurance money or by selling unused real 

estate. 
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Three of the priests 

- have been convicted on sex-related charges. 

"The bad news is there's still more work to be done," -said. 
His legal team represents between 12 and 15 more victims whose 
cases have not yet been settled or mediated. 

At a news conference Tuesday, 33, said -
abused him for about four years, beginning when ~as 8 years 

old. He said he kept the abuse secret until about four years ago, when 
he told his wife and parents. Lawyers declined to disclose the amount 
of his settlement. 

-and his mother-, tearfully said they decided to share 
their story in the hopes that other victims will find the courage to 
speak up. 

"I'm very proud of him that he's willing to come forward like this to 

help others,' 

Elsewhere, the Archdiocese of St. Louis is suing a law firm that handles 

clergy sex abuse cases, claiming it is improperly circulating confidential 

documents related to eight current or former priests. 

The archdiocese filed suit May 11 against the firm 

, claiming its lawyers shared personnel and medical 

documents with third parties, including a reporter for The St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch. The suit seeks to prohibit the law firm from such 
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disclosures. 

A phone call to the Post-Dispatch's editor was not immediately 
returned. 

Lawye~aid documents received from the archdiocese 
were obtained by court orders which did not require lawyers to 
maintain confidentiality, except for medical records. He said 
settlements reached in the cases did not have confidentiality 
agreements. 

Associated Press writer Betsy Taylor in St. Louis contributed to this 
report. 

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material 
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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