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tFather O’Donnell,
former pastor of
Trinity, dies

Father Robert J. O'Donnell, pas-
tor of Holy Trinity Church from
1989 until February of this year,
| died July 29 in Honolulu after a
long illness. He was 55 and a priest
: jfor 2% years,

- Bighop:. Francis X. DilLorenzo.
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June' - -24," y, O'Donnell
1940,.  “in
Helena, Mont. He wis ordaitted for
"the “Diocese  of Helena in -June
1966, after earning a master’s de-
gree inreligious education from the
| Catholic University of America.

In the first six years of his priest-
hood, he was a theology teacher
and administrator in high schools
in'Butte and Helena, Montana. In

- 1970 he received a master’s degree

in Educational Administration’
from Fordham' Umversny in New
York. . . .7

-In 1972; Father O‘Donnell was
named co-pastor of the Cathedral
of St. Helena and in 1977 was as-:
‘signed as coordinator of the cathe-

H;: was appomted executive cdt—

,l

g followed by an assxgnmcnt in July‘

While chancellor, in May 1983,
he was named pastor of St. Mary’s
Parish. .-

: ook a year s sabbati-
219

1987 as an associate at St. Anthony

Church; Kailua, Oahu.

~ In'1989;Father O’Donnell was

assigned as _pastor of Holy Trinity

Church in Kuliouon, Oahu. -+ -
During his nine ‘years with the

Diocese of Honolulu, Father

‘O’Donnell also served on the di-

ocesan> Board of Education, was

chairmair of ‘the’ presbyteral coun-

cil, the bishop’s primary priest ad-
visory group, and acted as the ad-
vocate . for priests, -a kind of
ombudsman for diocesan clergy.

He also served the diocese by
teaching, directing retreats and
workshops.

As pastor of Holy Trinity, he led
the parish in its battle with the state

" to keep the church and school safe

and accessible when the highway in
front of the pansh was being w:d-
ened!

Fallmg health caused Father
O’Donnelt to retire from ' active

‘mmistry in February:* It was a de-

cision he told parishioners in a let-

ter that was the “most difficult" he .

had to make during his priesthood.

“Many thanks for you support.
love and affirmation,” he wrote
“Pray for me and be assured of my
prayers for you.” ’

Fathier O'Donnell is snmved by
his brother Father Thomas O’Don-
nell, pastor of Risen Christ Church
in Kalispell, Montana, in the Dio-
cese of Helena.





