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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
GALVESTON-HOUSTON

Statement of the Archdiocese re: False
allegation of abuse against Bishop George
Sheltz

JUNE 21, 2019

Office of Communications

Yesterday, a number of Chancery Departments, along with at least one Pastor, began receiving
copies of a letter addressed to Bishop George Sheltz from an individual identifying herself as
Yannah Nowak. Her letters do not have a return address or any contact information and our efforts
to identify any individual by that name have been unsuccessful.

In the letter, the author makes an accusation that she was molested by Bishop Sheltz in 1971, when
she was aminor. The author also expressed anger and outrage over the recently announced decision
of the Archdiocese to move her Pastor, Father Hai Dang, to another parish assignment. The author
closes the letter with a threat to Bishop Sheltz that if he goes forward with Father Dang’s new
assignment, she will go public with her accusation against Bishop Sheltz.

Bishop Sheltz has served as a priest of this Archdiocese for more than 48 years and has never had a
single complaint of inappropriate conduct with minors or adults. We firmly believe this allegation to
be completely false. It seeks to use blackmail tactics to keep a Pastor in his current assignment while
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casting a shadow on what we know is a lifetime of superb and selfless priestly ministry.
THE ARCHDIOCESE OFysation lacks any credibility, we have reported it to the Houston Police
GALVESTON-HOUSTON ] ) e ) )
tective Services for investigation. Since the allegation has been made

(/dgainst a bishop, we have also notified the Apostolic Nuncio to the United States.
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INVITING ALL TO BECOME ONE IN CHRIST

FIND A LOCAL PARISH

Search by City, State or Zip [ SEARCH ]

QUICK LINKS

> Emploument Opportunities (/femployment/)

> Children & Youth Protection (/offices-ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-protection/)
> Locations (/about/about-us/chancery/)

> Contact Us (/about/contact-us/)
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